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Pension Claim Assistance available to 
all current

serving  members of the Australian 
Defence Forces

and the veteran community.

SCALE MODEL MILITARY MUSEUM
Supporting the Integrated Servicepeople's

Association of Australia
A fantastic scale model collection of modern warfare history

Of Air, Land, Sea and Space
Browse through the Museum Shop

– a great array of models and
collectables on sale

Group Bookings most welcome
(by appointment)  …….. 

Curator:  Robert Bak
Entry by donation (includes cuppa) – ISAA members free

37 Olympic Highway Bethungra
(located between Cootamundra & Junee)

Phone:  (02) 6943 4402    Fax:  (02) 6943 4567
Email:  bobbak2@ bigpond.com

Cover Details:  “Despatch Rider, Gallipoli” 
© Jennifer Marshall www.lighthorseart.
com.au.  We would like to thank artist 
Jennifer Marshall for allowing the I.S.A.A. 
to display one of her fine works on this 
front cover.
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Healthy pain free feet and legs help mobility and make regular activity 
and exercise something to enjoy - rather than endure.

4 inner west clinics and we provide home visit services to currently over 
1000 Sydney residents.

13 full time Podiatrists who can help you with foot, ankle and lower leg pain 
and problems.

Our Fitz shoe store offers a wide range of footwear and professional fitting 
services.

We also manufacture our own orthotics in-house.

Ph: 02 9568 4573   www.feetfirstpodiatry.com.au
4 Clinics: Ashfield, Enmore, Leichhardt, Marrickville

Remembering our Fallen Service Men & Women is

Proud To Support

Landscaping Supplies • Gardening Supplies • Building Supplies 
• Mulch • Sands & Soils • Timber

www.barneysrubblealbury.com.au | 02 6025 1735 | 534 Urana Road, Lavington, NSW 2641

info@nrm.org.au
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 Hon Michael McCormack, MP

Federal Member for Riverina
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(Headquarters)
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Robert Bak: (02) 6943 4402
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SERVICES AVAILABLE:
Pension Assistance

Consultancy Services  
Welfare Assistance

 J.P. Services
Fundraising Items for Sale

Assistance is given to all members of the 
Defence Forces (both serving and ex-service 
members, veterans, and their families).  
We provide ongoing service in relation to 
claiming for pensions, disability pensions/
compensation, war widow/er claims, etc., 
and other entitlements/welfare through the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs, and all 
Military Compensation Schemes.

Please phone the office if you need any further advice 
or information on (02) 6943 4402

ISAA Motto
“Helping All That Served”  

Office Opening Times:

Tues    11am - 4pm
Wed    11am - 5pm 
Thurs  11am - 4pm
(Clients by appointment only)

Postal Address: Registered Office:
P.O. Box 145 37 Baylis Street (Olympic Hwy)
Cootamundra  NSW  2590 Bethungra  NSW  2590

OFFICE PHONE:  (02) 6943 4402        I.S.A.A. OFFICE EMAIL ADDRESS
OFFICE FAX: (02) 6943 4567   vetshelp@bigpond.com

NATIONAL PRESIDENT: NATIONAL SECRETARY:
Robert Bak OAM JP Gladys Bak OAM JP
Email:bobbak2@bigpond.com Email: gladysbak@bigpond.com
Mobile: 0428 434 400 Mobile:  0413 331 550
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The Management and Staff of Coolmore Australia remember our 
Fallen Service Men and Women throughout the Hunter 

The Home of Champions
3367 Golden Highway, Jerrys Plains, NSW 2330

Remedial Massage-therapy
Appointments Phone: (03) 5495 1501

Dorothy Silva
(Diploma Health - Clinical Massage)

Member of The Australian Association of Massage Therapists

10 Millett Street, St Arnaud VIC 3478

Carrington Hotel
Accommodation | Bistro Lunch-Dinner | Sky Channel

Tab | Keno

Tel: 6386 4574 | 1 Neill St, Harden NSW 2587
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Dynamic Diesel Injection
Same Day Service • Full Diesel System Service

ph: 07 4725 0090
9 Hugh Ryan Drive, Garbutt QLD 4814

Proud To Support Hats Journal (Helping All That Served)

• All Mechanical Repairs • Transmission • Brake & Clutch • Tune-Ups
• EFI & Suspension Kits 

• Please Mention This Advertisement When Enquiring
T:07 4779 3338 | 14 Langton Street, Garbutt Townsville, Qld 4814

Proud To Support Hats Journal (Helping All That Served) 

McCarthy Catholic College
Tribe Street, Tamworth NSW 2340

Tel: (02) 6761 0800 | www.mccarthy.nsw.edu.au
PO Box 443 Heidelberg, Vic. 3084
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hello again all faithful members. 
Yes it’s that time again. The past 
few months have seen a lot of BS 
going on in Canberra. I for one 
am sick and tired of those idiots 
in parliament who are insisting 
on jamming up the workings of 
government to satisfy their own 

personal agenda’s. We are going nowhere whilst this BS 
is going on. We are paying those bastards in there to do 
nothing. They are all as bad as each other in my book. What 
a bunch of zeroes.

Something positive may have come out of the minister’s 
“Delivering better services for veterans and their families” 
statement on 15th February 2018.

Child support services, a new veterans payment for 
those waiting for their determination of claim for mental 
health condition and cannot work while the claim is being 
determined, and a gold card for those that served in 
Japan after the cessation of hostilities at the end of WW2 
and before the formation of the British Commonwealth 
Occupation Force (BCOF). Qualifying Service for Service 
Pension reasons will also be automated, which will (they say) 
remove the requirement for a veteran to make application 
for the determination. It will be interesting to see how that 
will work. HMHM! The old Services Rehabilitation and 
Compensation Act (SRCA) for defence related claims has 
undergone a name change to Defence Rehabilitation and 
Compensation Act (DRCA). Same animal, different name. 
Things will not improve, believe me. I have already seen 
some half witted decisions come from that area of the DVA. 
A heap of horses… has come from that area in the past six 
months. I am pretty sure those in there have no conscience 
or no sense or both. In one matter in particular, they had 
created great grief and depression of an ex reserve soldier 
by a complete mismanagement of the ex-soldiers claim. The 
DVA DRCA had advised me by telephone that the soldier 
deserved another chance at the claim, even though it had 
been refused at both the primary and reconsiderations area. 
They told me to tell this person to resubmit the claim and it 
would be handled properly this time around. No guarantees 
of course. We accepted this to be true and proceeded. Next 
thing we hear from the DRCA representative. She tells us 
the claim is invalid as it had already been determined. Of 
course I am thinking, WHO IS RUNNING THE ROCK SHOW 
DOWN THERE IN MELBOURNE???

I contacted the DRCA idiots by telephone, email, and normal 
quick mail to find out what the go is. Sorry!!! Claim invalid 
and take to the AAT for further action.

This is the sort of bullsh.. advocates are dealing with on a 
day to day basis. It is NOT GOOD. These people in the DVA 
require an emergency enema at this time because if they 
don’t get it, the veteran community will only continue suffer, 
and for some it may lead to worse outcomes. One question 
which is in the minds of a lot of people, civilians included is, 
What is happening with all these millions of dollars being 
spent on mental health???

The medical professionals I have asked - if they have seen 
any of it have all stated NO. They have not.

I have written another letter to the minister (the old one) 
asking of this. I will now resend the same letter to the new 
minister for DVA and see what else does not happen.

Stay Healthy Folks.

Bob Bak – President

SECRETARY’S REPORTING
Welcome to the start of another year.  
Firstly I would like to thank all our 
members who came over for the Annual 
General meeting which was held here 
at Headquarters last November.  It was 
a good roll up, plenty to say and report 
between members, with a door prize 
drawn at the end of the meeting followed 
with food and refreshments. 

Currently we have many members who are on varying rates 
of pension under the VEA legislation with Department of 
Veterans Affairs due to accepted conditions relating to their 
past defence service. For those of you particularly under 
100% it may be a good time to check if you need to put in 
for an increase in your disability rate.  Consider the following 
– have your current accepted conditions worsened over the 
years since your last claim, such as your mobility, breathing 
problems, depression?  Have you now had to cease work 
due to your accepted disabilities?   Perhaps you may like 
to call the office and discuss the possibility of putting in an 
application for an increase. 

Over the years I have spoken to many wives of veterans, 
surprising enough, that do not know much about their 
husband’s accepted disabilities with DVA, the rate of pension 
he is currently receiving, and what they are entitled to if 
their husband were to pass away.  Sometimes it could be a 
second marriage for a woman to a veteran.  These women 
have expressed their appreciation for this information given 
to them as many have commented that their husband’s don’t 
talk with them on this issue.  I have had some women after a 
veteran has passed on and informing me of his death,  that 
they were not aware that they had any possible entitlement 
to claim for a war widow pension from DVA.

On the other hand we do have the “wife” who is caring for her 
husband, have both been involved with looking after his DVA 
matters together, and who has made sure she understands 
all the veterans entitlement under the white and gold card, 
and more importantly she knows all her entitlements if she 
is eligible to apply for a War Widow Pension after hubby 
passes on.  Overall I am wanting to point out that you need to 
know as much as you can relating to his DVA compensation 
status.  When it comes time during the bereavement period, 
the widow can work with the pension officer and will have 
all the information on hand, including a copy of his Death 
Certificate, to start an investigation.

For those members under SRCA and MRCA legislations, 
the same applies.  Know what your partner’s accepted 
disabilities are with DVA and pass on this information to your 
wife, husband or partner.  It will be much easier down the 
track when investigating death benefits etc.  We have had 
several cases in the past under SRCA, that the wives had 
no idea they were entitled to any death benefits for previous 
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STAR HOTEL
Centrally located the top end of Parkes, offering budget rooms that won’t break the 

bank. All rooms are air-conditioned & heated with a Bar fridge & TV. Shared bath-

room available. Bistro lunch & dinner 7 days a week. 

02 6862 2254 | 350 Clarinda Street, Parkes NSW 2870

Proud To Support

Beehive Hotel Cafe 303  
Bistro Open 7 Days Lunch | 5 Nights Dinner Tues - Sat

Accommodation | Friendly Atmosphere

T: 02 6945 3202 | 8204 Hume Hwy, Coolac NSW 2727

Proud To Support

Court House Hotel
Bistro Open Lunch - Dinner 7 Days | Accommodation

Tel: 02 6385 3005
12 Marsden Street, Boorowa NSW 2586

Proud To Support

Proud To Support

Open Monday – Friday
8:30am – 5:30pm

02 6041 1200

www.smollettstreetdental.com.au

471 Smollett St. Albury, NSW 2640
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accepted conditions and thought that their husband’s 
“payouts” were final payments.

This also applies to disability aids available through DVA, 
especially when one’s mobility has worsened.  Under 
the White Card the veteran can receive items or receive 
rehab services through the DVA system for their accepted 
conditions.  If you are discharged from hospital then you 
may need extra items to assist you during your recuperation.  

If the veteran has received a Gold Card, then it covers all 
conditions.  If unsure how to gain these items, call the office 
and they will explain the simple procedure (i.e. referrals 
required). 

Food for thought!  Till next Time

Gladys

ANZAC DAY DAWN SERVICE
At the BETHUNGRA MEMORIAL PARK

Wednesday - 25TH APRIL 2018
Service commences at 6.15 a.m. sharp

(Please arrive at 6 a.m.)
 Catafalque Party in attendance Wreath Laying

Any I.S.A.A. member attending the service is invited  to join the morning breakfast at the I.S.A.A. 
Headquarters New Function Room at the office in Bethungra

2017 CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
Here are the Winners!

1st Prize: redrawn to I. Marston (The Rock)
2nd Prize: T. Charlton (Wagga)
3rd Prize: J. Kennedy (Victoria)
4th Prize: P. Clifton (Queensland)
5th Prize: F. Hoy (Victoria)
6th Prize: Travis Heath (Victoria) 
7th Prize: B. Duncan (Ardlethan) 
8th Prize: E. Millard (Wagga) 
9th Prize: R. Marek (Queensland)
10th Prize: Pertzel kids (Wagga

Ms Gales winner of the Xmas Raffle held at Young with ISAA 
fundraiser coordinator Roger Carmody

List of all 2017 Winners of our Young “DAY” 
RAFFLES held at IGA supermarket 

Winners Names:
17 Feb.: V.Waldon & C.Donoghue
27 Oct: Les Lanlangs & G. Burge

7 Dec:  M. Gales 

WINNER OF TEMORA MUSEUM AVIATION
 I.S.A.A. “ DAY” RAFFLE

3 MARCH 2018
Winner:  Damien Knight

MYSTERY LOCATION COMPETITION
RESULTS.
Sorry members, we have no winners or even an entry 
for this last location. The location of this memorial park 
was in Brisbane, located at the intersection of Anzac 
Avenue and Narangba Road in Petrie.
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Remembering our Fallen Service Men & Women is 

Punjabi Indian Restaurant
Seafood - Poultry - Beef Dishes
Catering for Parties, Functions

T: 07 4921 2990 | 137 East St, Rockhampton City Qld

CARERS 
FOR YOU

Proud to Support Our focus is on providing independence & dignity for people 
who require support & the best level of assistance for their carers 
& family members. With a great team of experienced carers & 
the flexibility to deliver the most appropriate level of support to 

each client, Carers For You really does make a difference.

Rehabilitation | Palliative Care | 24 Hour Care | In 
Home Respite | Holiday Care | Community Access | 
Personal Care | Post Hospital Care | DVA | Medical 
Equipment | Advocacy Services | Employee Assistance 

| Recreational Services | Disability Care

Servicing Cairns & Surrounding Areas, QLD 4870www.carersforyou.com.au

07 4041 2448
0427 621 271 

Remembering our Fallen Service men & Women on ANZAC DAY is

The Stonestreet Family

Royal Hotel
Friendly atmosphere | Accommodation 12 rooms | Keno | TAB | Bistro 

lunch & dinner Thursday - Sunday | Cater for parties & functions

 6 Belubula St, Carcoar NSW 2791

Remembering our Fallen Service Men & Women is 

Doctor B C Clarke
Veterinary Surgeon

Tel: (03) 5394 1100
37 Woolcock Street, Warracknabeal, Vic 3393
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PHOTO PAGE – I.S.A.A. AGM
27th November 2017

Office Assistant Meryl Morgan, Secretary Gladys Bak, and 
I.S.A.A. member Mavis Bean

I.S.A.A. Members Bob Costello, Reg Hearne, Robert 
Buckley, and President Bob Bak

I.S.A.A. members Tam & Grahme Carr, and Chris Firman I.S.A.A. members Treasurer Ken You, with Ann and Roger 
Carmody (grumpy)

I.S.A.A. members Vice-President Mick Heydon
with Garry fish

I.S.A.A. members Arpad Czeszko, Ron Edwards, Tony 
Hutcheon, and Les Walker

Good to see a good attendance at the last AGM held on 27th November 2017.
Scheduled Meeting dates for 2018 are:  General Meeting               26th March 2018
                                                                    General Meeting               30th July 2018
                                                         Annual General Meeting 26th November 2018
ALL MEMBERS WELCOME TO ATTEND – REFRESHMENTS SERVED AFTER MEETING
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DWM ENGINEERING
Proudly Supported By

STRUCTURAL STEEL FABRICATION

PO BOX 2349, MILDURA VIC 3501
SERVICING ALL MILDURA & SURROUNDING AREAS

0419 873 383

SPECIALISING IN CERAMIC, PORCELAIN & STONE

HIGH QUALITY SERVICE | NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 

ALL BALLARAT & SURROUNDING AREAS, VIC 3352

0458 475 456
Proudly Supported By

Proudly Supported By

EXPERIENCE TEAM | QUALITY WORKMANSHIP | COST EFFECTIVE SOLUTIONS | PERSONALISED SERVICE

0421 004 002 | TIM@EMERALDBUILD.COM.AU

RENOVATIONS • EXTENSIONS • NEW 
HOMES • DECKS •  PERGOLAS • 

CARPENTRY WORKS

BOB JANE T-MARTS TRARALGON

HUGE RANGE OF WHEELS & TYRES FROM THE 
WORLD’S LEADING MANUFACTURERS

EXPERTS IN WHEEL ALIGNMENT & BALANCING 
SERVICES USING THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY

WWW.BOBJANETRARALGON.COM.AU

03 5175 0099 •  75 PRINCES STREET TRARALGON, VIC 3844
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THANK YOU
COOTAMUNDRA CABS
Cootamundra Cabs has been a great supporter of this 
Association, and the veteran community.

New Owner of Cootamundra Cabs is Bruce Tapprell, a well 
known identity around town. 

We are proud to know that Bruce is providing an excellent 
service for the local community.  He is contracted to cover 
the Cootamundra area with DVA bookings and also has 
approval to cover the Gundagai area with DVA bookings.

Cootamundra Cabs wish to advise members in the 
community that as from 2018, they now have available a 
medium size transit bus which they have added to their fleet 
and will be available for group bookings with wheelchair 
facility.

Why not organise a social day out with your group.  
Personal assistance service for the disabled will be 
provided.

For DVA clients Cootamundra Cabs will take bookings 
when clients use their Taxi Voucher or booked car/taxi 
service is available through the DVA.  (Note – Your doctor 
is the only person who can authorise a taxi voucher.) 

Cootamundra Cabs - “Wattle Town”
TAXI Transport available for Medical & 

Dental Appointments

DVA BOOKINGS:
 0408 673 632

Normal Taxi Service: 02 6942 1144
Available for DVA White &

Gold Card Holders 
Authorised Taxi Voucher necessary

from your GP
Or booked through DVA

Wheelchair Vehicles Available
Servicing Cootamundra &
Gundagai Regional Shire

President Bob Bak thanking Cootamundra Cabs owner/
manager, Bruce Tapprell, for his support to the community 
in expanding his fleet of taxis  especially for the benefit of 

DVA clients

Bruce Tapprell assisting local resident Keith into the taxi 
after visiting the local Chemist.

Photo above shows the normal style of taxi.

Photo below shows the new medium-size transit bus (left/
white colour) available for bookings and the two larger taxis 

in Cootamundra Cabs fleet which have the
wheelchair facility. 
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Remembering our Fallen Service Men & Women is
At Diggers, we are proud of our 69-year contribution to the 
care of veterans and other older citizens of the Illawarra, 
Southern Metropolitan and South Eastern regions of New 
South Wales.

A qualified team is dedicated to exemplary care, providing 
access to medical care best suited to individual requirements. 
Services Include: 

• Rehabilitation & Emotional Support • Personal Care • 
Dementia Support • Physiotherapy Aid • Recreational Care 
• Scheduled Visits by Care Professionals • Assistance in 
Maintaining Independence

Shot term Respite Care is also available.

02 4283 2533

www. illawarradiggers.com.au

8 Blundell Parade, Corrimal NSW 2518

Torquay Taxation & Accounting 
Services

Call Tony Hele on Mobile: 0418 744 916
For All Your taxation & Accounting Services

Email: tony140778@hotmnail.com
Torquay Vic 3228 

Proud To Support Hats Journal (Helping All That Served)

TIMBER FLOORING EXPERT - TFE
CARPET & FLOORING SPECIALISTS

MOBILE: 0432 674 468
WORKING ALL AROUND VICTORIA

Remembering our Fallen Service Men & Women is

Seeley Funerals
Simple Honest Dignified | Locally Owned & Operated

Church - Chapel | Burial | Cremation | Audio Visual Tributes
Modern Vehicles | All Faiths & Regions

08 8821 1307 | 1 Draper St, Kadina SA 5554
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Received from Darren of Narracoorte

Darren is giving his view on the letter in Mailbox 
published in the HATS 43 (last issue)

On another matter I am a member of I.S.A.A., and receive 
you excellent publication of HATS. I read with great interest 
a copy of the letter you forwarded to CO 6 RAR.

I was rationed into the OR’s Mess in 2014 and again in 
2016 as part of a large group of Senior Officers, WO’s and 
SNCO’s.

I would like to concur with you 100% on what you highlighted 
in your correspondence. I spoke to both the Duty Officer and 
Duty SNCO when they did their mess inspection.

As to be expected I received an excellent response from 
the SNCO who agreed that it was below standard and that 
it had been highlight in the reports.

I also raised it with the Army Cooks who informed me that 
it was their entitlement through the block scale of one slice 
of bacon etc.

Even if one wanted to take an extra piece it was impossible 
as they were being served by kitchen staff like recruits at 
Kapooka. In all my travels and eaten in most mess and can 
honestly say it was the worst for content and quality.

The following day I walked around the mess and asked the 
diggers what they thought of the meals and sadly received 
pretty much the same comments.

How the F&*k are soldiers expected to function on such 
meagre rations of poor quality. If you go back to your days 
as a digger, being served that then going out on an Obstacle 
Course and expected to perform at their best.

Anyway just thought l would let you know.

Ed:* I agree with you Darren, I was disappointed not 
receiving a response from 6RAR Head Sheds!

MAILBOX

Note from our Publishers “Flight Publications”
Hi Gladys
Marlene who works here 3 days a week, she did a lovely 
collage of the photos, please let me know what you think.

Kind regards
Kylie McQueen
Reply from the I.S.A.A.
Kylie
Please extend our thanks to Marlene in 
your office who has done a wonderful 
job for our front cover on the last HATS 
issue.  Great job with the collage 
Marlene.
Bob & Gladys

Copy of an Email sent to member John Babbage from 
Bob Bak. 
(following notification of death of Phil Callow)
22/1/2018  

Hello Jack, 

Please read at Phil’s Funeral Service if possible.

I first met Phil when I joined C Company back in 1979. We 
developed a fine friendship as all good infantry soldiers 
should. I will never forget the mate-ship and camaraderie 
we had during our training and our adventure during our 
time off work.

This is not goodbye but SEE YA LATA MATE.

Bob Bak

Copy of an Email received from member John Babbage
26/1/2018 

Bob,

Phil had a good turn up for his funeral and I got to read your 
message, which I prefaced with your name, title and that of 
the Integrated Servicepeople’s Association.  Your message 
went over well and was well received, so bravo on your 
contribution to a former comrade.  The funeral itself went 
well, so Phil had a good send off.

Tim Hayes and I were there representing 5/7 Association 
and we were treated like long lost sons, which is appropriate 
because in a way we were brothers together in the Battalion.

Regards and best wishes,

Jack.

SUBMITTED BY I.S.A.A. MEMBER DON HUGHES 
(SAPPER) OF VICTORIA
“RAPHAEL’S FATHER”

Raphael was the first United Nations De-Miner killed in 
Mozambique as part of the Peacekeeping Operation 
(ONUMOZ) (OPERATION CORACLE). It was subsequently 
a humanitarian de-mining project that spanned from (March 
1993 - March 2002). Mozambique was ultimately the first 
Country in the world to be declared Landmine free in 2015!

Two of my De-Miners, Raphael and Lucas, simultaneously 
stood on Russian made PMN anti personal land mines at 
0818 Hours 16th December 1994. I had been their new Boss 
from 0700 Hours that morning (78 minutes).

Raphael died of his wounds a few days later. Lucas survived, 
and was well looked after by the Old Sappers Association 
of Victoria.

The De-Mining Director, LTCOL Steve Ransley RNZE and 
I, had to inform Raphael’s Father and family of his passing. 
It was not an easy task!

“Raphael, you served your country with courage & 
honour; guiding it to prosperity & safety”

(Postscript)  -  “RAPHAEL'S FATHER”
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In the recent Veteran Story writing 
and Art Competition (held in 
Victoria) and sponsored by DVA 
and The Heidelberg Repatriation 
Hospital as part of the Austin 
Heal th Group, Sapper Don 
Hughes won the John Quinlivan 
TPI special Recognition Award - 
runner up, for his first entry into the 
competition for his oil on canvas 
painting depicting the trauma and 
distress when the Father of the first 
United Nations De-Miner killed in 
Mozambique by a Soviet PMN anti 
personal blast mine was told the 
saddest of news. It was not an easy 
task. Don has decided to donate the 
painting to the TPI Association HQ 
in North Melbourne.

Don gives editors complete editorial freedom for this story. 
31 Australian Sappers and 32 Australian Federal Police 
deployed to the Peacekeeping Operation (ONUMOX/OP 
CORACLE) in Mozambique from Mar 1993 - Mar 2002. 
Mozambique was the first land mine affected country in the 
World to be declared "Mine" free in August 2015. Another 
job "well done"!

Don Hughes can be contacted on 0499 400 388 or 
55ubique@gmail.com 

______________________________________________

On Veterans Issues:
Recent Letters sent to the Media by the President Bob 
Bak
To the Daily Advertiser Newspaper Wagga Wagga
3/2/2018 To the Editor:
DVA failing our Veterans

I have been representing military members and veterans 
in their dealings with the Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
(DVA) for the past 18 years.  During this time I have seen 
many changes in procedures within the DVA, some for the 
good and some for the worse.  During the last two years, 
however, I have seen the deterioration of service provided 
our service people. It has been atrocious.  Never before has 
the DVA stumbled and fell to its recent low levels of service.  
At times I feel the DVA really do not care about the people 
they are supposed to be looking after.

Losing veterans’ claims and lazy investigative procedures, 
(one claim for pension just recently decided on medical 
reports which were more than three years old), and 
information given out from the DVA to the public and 
veterans’ representatives being absolutely false are just a 
few of the misgivings currently being practiced within the 
DVA.

It is time for a big overhaul of the department and to get rid 
of some staff whom do not have the health and welfare of 
the service person number one on their list.  It is also time 
to have a complete review of the current legislation – the 
Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act.

Many in the veteran community want this legislation 
repealed, and to have one legislation to cover all veterans, 
no matter where and when they served.  I do agree there 

“RAPHAEL’S FATHER”

This oil on canvas tries 
to embody the shear 
distress and sadness 

of a Father learning the 
news of a deceased 

son.

are many negative aspects of the current legislations.  At 
present, we have four legislations our ex-service people have 
to contend with, causing great confusion for all.

This association is conducting a survey on the level of service 
and experiences had by Riverina veterans from the DVA 
over the past two years.

Please email or call us for a survey form on vetshelp@
bigpond.com or (02) 6943 4402.

Bob Bak, President, Integrated Servicepeople’s Association 
of Australia.

Article Published by the 
Daily Advertiser
15/2/2018 by Journalist Steff 
Wills

Former soldier Bob 
Bak calls for 'true' 
service recognition

One of Wagga’s former 
soldiers says he and 
more than 9000 other 
infantrymen were lied to. 

When Bob Bak was sent 
to Malaysia with the Australian Army Rifle Company in 1971 
and again in 1976, he was told the purpose of the operation 
was for training. 

But, formerly secret military documents have since 
indicated this was a deliberate deception, stripping veterans 
of deserved “war-like service” recognition, associated 
entitlements and benefits. 

Mr Bak said soldiers and airmen stationed at RAAF 
Butterworth Air Base between 1970 and 1989 were sent for 
“strategic protection”, with troops ordered to keep the base 
and its assets secure.

The operation came at a time when the success of 
communist terrorism in Vietnam was a global concern. The 
Australian government, in response, said it would commit 
troops to Malaysia, as part of the Far East Strategic Reserve 
Land Forces. 

Despite being publicly labelled a “peacetime” deployment, 
Mr Bak said a number of military documents found the 
government had been “well aware of the seriousness of 
the threat”. 

According to the Rifle Company Butterworth Review Group, 
this means personnel deployed to the base during this time 
were serving in war-like conditions. 

“Documents clearly outline a cover-up of these tasks as 
training,” Mr Bak said. “(But) we were at a constant state of 
readiness. We were given operational rules of engagement 
to apply when necessary … that put us in danger.”

For this reason, Mr Bak said the group was demanding 
recognition of war-like service and pushing for the launch 
of a public inquiry into the alleged cover-up. 

Without the appropriate recognition of service, he said every 
defence member involved in that operation had been denied 
significant associated benefits and entitlements, like the 
Service Pension.
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The Daily Advertiser understands the criteria for war-like 
service requires there to be an “existing enemy threat; an 
incurred danger, resulting from being present during declared 
rules of engagement and the carriage of live ammunition; 
and an expectation of casualties”.

“We were told to carry live ammunition during security 
patrols,” Mr Bak said. 

“It was also carried by nominated members during training 
outside the base to protect from wild animals and belligerents 
… We had orders to shoot.”

He said a recorded “direct army order” called on all senior 
personnel to refer to all matters as “training-related”, despite 
orders later revealing the deployment of the Rifle Company 
Butterworth was for the “security and protection of Australian 
Defence Force assets and service families living on and 
near the base”.

Mr Bak said he and other service veterans were tired of 
being ignored by the government and were calling for further 
submissions to add to the group’s petition. 

The Department of Defence was contacted for comment but 
failed to respond before deadline. 

Further Follow-up Article by Journalist Steff Wills 
17/2/2018
Daily Advertiser Wagga Wagga

Claims Defence lied to Riverina veterans refuted

The Department of Defence has hit back at claims it lied to 
former soldiers across the Riverina. 

It comes after army veteran Bob Bak said the government 
had incorrectly labelled the military service of almost 9000 
men during an overseas operation. 

When Bob Bak was sent to Malaysia with the Australian 
Army Rifle Company in the 70s, he was told the purpose of 
the operation was for training. 

But, reports containing details the operation at RAAF 
Butterworth Air Base between 1970 and 1989, have since 
revealed this was inaccurate. 

As a result, veterans say they have been stripped of a 
deserved “war-like service” recognition and its associated 
entitlements. They have since called for a public inquiry into 
the matter. 

Despite these claims, the Department of Defence last week 
said Australian Defence Force service at Butterworth had 
been examined across several independent reviews that 
found it to be peace-time service. 

“Defence has responded to a number of claims for 
reclassification of Rifle Company Butterworth service,” a 
statement read. “These claims were investigated through 
extensive research of available records … and found 
personnel were not engaged in duty relating to warlike 
operations.”

A department spokesperson said the role of the company 
was to provide a ground presence, to conduct training and 
to assist, if required, in the protection of assets.

“Unless authorised, (the company) was not to be involved 
in local civil disturbances or … security operations outside 

(base),” the spokesperson said. 

*Defence failed to look and consider ALL THE EVIDENCE. 
It was an IGNORANT WHITEWASH OF THE TRUTH! 

Bob Bak
______________________________________________

Supporting the Fight for Recognition:

by Ted Chitham. Taken from the RAR Website: 19/2/2018

“Claims Defence lied to Riverina veterans refuted.  The 
Department of Defence has hit back at claims it lied to 
former soldiers across the Riverina.”

I t  c o m e s  a f t e r  a r m y 
veteran Bob Bak said the 
government had incorrectly 
labelled the military service 
of almost 9000 men during 
an overseas operation.  
When Bob Bak was sent to 
Malaysia with the Australian 
Army Rifle Company in 
the 70s, he was told the 
purpose of the operation 
was for training.

But, reports containing details the operation at RAAF 
Butterworth Air Base between 1970 and 1989, have since 
revealed this was inaccurate.

As a result, veterans say they have been stripped of a 
deserved “war-like service” recognition and its associated 
entitlements. They have since called for a public inquiry into 
the matter.

Despite these claims, the Department of Defence last week 
said Australian Defence Force service at Butterworth had 
been examined across several independent reviews that 
found it to be peace-time service.

“Defence has responded to a number of claims for 
reclassification of Rifle Company Butterworth service,” a 
statement read.  “These claims were investigated through 
extensive research of available records … and found 
personnel were not engaged in duty relating to warlike 
operations.”

A department spokesperson said the role of the company 
was to provide a ground presence, to conduct training and 
to assist, if required, in the protection of assets.  “Unless 
authorised, (the company) was not to be involved in local 
civil disturbances or … security operations outside (base),” 
the spokesperson said.

RCB Review Group’s comments on Defence’s rebuttal 
above and previous rebuttals Written by Robert Cross.

Our rebuttal of Defence statements 
made by the then Minister Stuart 
Robert and his staff at the House 
of Representatives Petit ion 
Committee in 2014 can be seen 
here

RCB Group Comments Rebuttal 
of 0ct 29 Ministers Statement to 
Petitions Hearing RCF
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Sue Wright
Funeral Director.
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The Government did not respond to that document

Following that, two letters were sent to PM Turnbull seeking 
his personal intervention and if declined then to appoint an 
independent (of Government) inquiry. Neither was given.

We re-presented all of the entire evidence discovered after 
2011 to the Defence Department for their consideration. We 
challenged their response that there was no new evidence 
since 2011. Another deception!

In our submissions we asked to meet with the Ministers’ 
officers to discuss the new evidence supporting our claim. 
We are still waiting.

Now that the MPs are this week back in their electorates 
it is a good time to visit them. We expect that the Defence 
Department will have prepared a letter for the MPs to 
respond to the letters we sent to all the MPs and Senators.  
Send us a copy of their letter please so we can guide your 
reply.

Comment Since Received: 

19/2/2018 N Dawson says:

I don’t know if this has any bearing but any soldier charge 
on the 2 tours I was on in 79 and 84 had the letters in red 
“WOWS” placed on the charge sheet. I was told this stood 
for whilst on war service. Also the OC had more powers of 
punishment because of this. Hope this helps.

Do we have any other replies??  Speak Your Mind

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AND NOW!

Arrangements for tentative appointments with the then 
Minister for DVA Michael McCormack now seem to be 
fruitless. You see, Mr McCormack has now been elevated 
to Deputy Prime Minister. I have no idea if he has passed 
any arrangements on to the new Minister or if he intends 
to brief all concerned. We shall see. IT IS time for the 
Government to start looking at the real issues in this 
country. STOP THEIR CHILDISH BICKERING!!!

HON MICHAEL McCORMACK MP AS PATRON 
OF THE  INTEGRATED SERVICEPOPLE’S 
ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA
We would like to forward our congratulations on your 
new recent appointment position of Deputy Prime 
Minister.

HON MICHAEL McCORMACK MP
Member for Riverina, New South Wales.
Positions: Leader of the Nationals
                   Deputy Prime Minister
                   Minister for Infrastructure & Transport
Party:        The Nationals
Chamber:   House of Representatives.

Needing legal assistance
MARK HAY Barrister
Solicitor 2001-2005  -  Barrister 2005-2008
RAN Legal Officer 2008 to Present Day
Private Practice at the NSW Bar since Feb 2014
Representation in varied matters including Veterans Law
t: 02 8815 9441  m: 0410 648 991 f: 02 9335 3505
e: mhay@chambers.net.au
11 Garfield Barwick Chambers
53 Martin Place, SYDNEY NSW 2000

I.S.A.A.  IN-HOUSE SHOPPING NEWS
VIETNAM BEARS – LIMITED EDITION

The unique Vietnam Infantry "J" Bear is one of only 1,000 released from Army's official 
shop. His uniform represents the typical "Jungle Greens" worn by thousands who served 
in Vietnam with Australian forces in the 1960s. He stands 40cm tall and wears the iconic 
"Giggle" hat and carries the standard U.S. M1956 Individual Load Carrying Equipment 

with attached water bottles, ammunition cases and field pack. A larger backpack worn by 
infantrymen was dropped during 'contact' and only the lighter ILCE was worn into combat.

DON’T MISS OUT ON THIS SPECIAL OFFER
NEW STOCK ARRIVAL ON SALE NOW

Only 1000 have been released and stocks are getting low so be quick
Specially package in a see-through box, Collectible Item, with L/E certificate

Order yours now to avoid disappointment
Normal Price:          $100.00 (Non-members)
Special Sale Price:  $95.00 (Members Only)
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VALES
CARMEL ANNE CARBERRY

Late of Gundagai and Young
Born:  17th May 1945
Died:  5th December 2017

We had been saddened to hear the unexpected news of Carmel’s passing late last year at 
the age of 72 years old. Carmel passed away at the Mercy Care Centre in Young.  She was 
the devoted wife of Michael (deceased), loving mother of Jacinta Oner, Simon Carberry, 

Brendan Carberry, Nicholas Carberry and Andrew Carberry. Carmel will be well remembered 
in the Gundagai district having worked there as a registered community nurse and aged care 

nurse for many many years. Upon her retirement in 2015 she then moved to the Young district 
to be closer to family.

Carmel was the widow of the late Michael Peter Carberry who passed away on 17th September 1984 at the age of 39 
following a long bout of illness.  Her husband Michael was a National Serviceman who served 2 years in the Army from 
20th April 1966 to 19th April 1968. Between June 1967 and February 1968 Michael served in South Vietnam with the 
Artillery unit 108 Field Battery.  

I recall some of his veteran mates told me that Michael was a good footballer and played many games at camp for the 
Army prior to his overseas service. Carmel also told me that he loved the game and played a lot of football prior to joining 
and then continued playing on his return till his illness caused problems for him and he had to cease playing. 

Carmel was born in Cootamundra on 17th May 1945, the second child of Gregory and Clare Morton. She followed Anthony, 
then came along Margaret, Mary, Neville and Catherine. When Clare passed away in childbirth, her father Greg married 
Colleen and they went on to welcome three boys into the family – Peter, Robert and Mark.  

This was received from the family: “Mum attended boarding school in Stockinbingal from Kindergarten then went on to 
secondary schooling at Our Lady of Mercy College in Goulburn. After having a few years back on the farm at “Dudleigh”, 
Pa insisted that she needed to get a profession, and she was shipped off to the Nuns again – this time for nursing training 
at the Mercy Hospital in Albury. Mum went on to Sydney to another set of nuns at the Mater Hospital to train as a midwife, 
before returning to work at the Mercy Hospital in Cootamundra.  It was while working in Cootamundra, between her training 
in Albury and Sydney she was introduced to Michael Carberry, a boy from the backwoods of Gundagai, recently returned 
from Vietnam, a keen sportsman and school mate of her brother Tony. They were married in August 1970 and Carmel 
made the transition from nurse to farmer’s wife.  Carmel and Michael forged a life at Parson’s Creek, bringing forth five 
children and became very involved in the local school, Bongongo, and the catholic parish.

When Dad (Michael) became sick with cancer and his condition made staying on the farm untenable, Mum and Dad 
decided to move to Gundagai.  Sadly, Dad’s cancer returned and he died in 1984, leaving Mum with five children aged 
between 2 and 13. I can only imagine how hard it was for Mum to pick herself up after Michael’s death and get on with 
the job of raising the five of us, while struggling financially. It was then with great bravery, after seventeen years out of 
nursing, that Mum applied enough courage within herself and went back into the “caring” stream.  She applied for the role 
as the Day Care Supervisor in Gundagai in 1988.

When Mum became sick this year and received the awful news only on 4 September that there was cancer involved I 
was very sad to think that what should be Mum’s golden age of retirement, a chance to travel and see the country, was 
being cut short.”

Not only a great sad loss for the family, Carmel will be remembered and missed by many.  From the Integrated 
Servicepeople’s Association of Australia - our condolences and our thoughts are with all the family. Carmel is now living 
in peace with Michael.

RUTH WINSTON WILLIS
Late of Holsworthy

Born:   20th October 1940
Died:    4th January 2018 

During the New Year period we attended the funeral of a dear friend, Ruth Willis.  Ruth was 
the wife of one of our long-time Army mates, David Willis (ex 5/7 RAR), whom we have known 
since our Holsworthy posting days back in the 1980’s.

Ruth was born in Sydney to Albert Dudley Ward and Ruth Lillian Ward and grew up in the 
Bronte area.  Ruth had two sisters and one  brother. During her life she worked as a nurse, 

postmaster, then for the Tax Department.  Ruth then gained employment with the Social Security 
Department and at the same time put herself through University to gain her degree in social services.  
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From there she went on to work as a Youth Worker at Bankstown.

Whilst Ruth worked as a nurse in Cloncurry she happened to meet David, and some time later their paths crossed again 
in Sydney, and as love happens, were married, had four children (David, Bradley, Michael and James), and were to spend 
the next 55 years together till Ruth’s passing on 4th January 2018.

As David was serving in the Army at the time of their first casual encounter, they were married prior to his posting to South 
Vietnam with 7RAR.  On Dave’s return home from overseas life began for Ruth as an “army wife” having to move around 
with him from posting to posting which became the norm…. from Holsworthy on to Townsville (2/4), Brisbane, Randwick, 
Holsworthy (5/7RAR).

For David and family, losing a wife and mother is a very sad time.  They will cherish life long memories.  But to friends of 
David and Ruth such as ourselves, we will always cherish her friendship and thoughtfulness.

For my friend Dave and his family,
The passing of Ruth his loving wife,
God saw her getting tired
And a cure was not to be
So he put his arms around her  
And whispered “come with me”
With tearful eyes we watched her suffer
And saw her slowly fade away
Although we loved her dearly
We could not make her stay
A golden heart stopped beating
Her mind put to rest
God broke our hearts to prove to us
He only takes the best.

JOHN WILLIAM TAYLOR
Late of Lockhart

Born:  29th July 1946
Died:  18th February 2018
Army:  National Service (3RAR)
             19/4/1967 to 18/4/1969

John joined the I.S.A.A. back in 2005 when seeking assistance with his claim for compensation 
and had remained a loyal supportive member.  We would like to thank John’s niece Suzanne, 

for contacting us on John’s recent passing.

John was a well-known identity around the district of Lockhart, was involved 
in breeding and racing greyhounds, and in his earlier days worked in the building industry, as 
a shearer on properties, and as a handyman. The last few years were tough for him having 
been diagnosed with cancer in 2015. As further ongoing medical treatment was needed to 
be done out of town at Penrith John decided to stay with Sue who was able to care for his 
ongoing needs.  Sadly he died in Nepean Hospital on 18th February 2018, and his funeral 
service was held at the Windsor Funeral Home 21st February. 

On his military side - John was called up for National Service in 1967 and completed his 2 
year commitment.  He was attached to the 3rd Battalion Royal Australian Infantry Corps and 
was sent to South Vietnam on 20th December 1967.  Due to wounds received he returned back 
home to Australia on 7th May 1968.  Our condolences have been extended to all.  LEST WE FORGET.

JOHN NEWMAN SURRIDGE TARR
Late of Griffith

Born: 19th November 1923
Passed Away: 18th May 2017
Army Service:    9/1/1942 to 25/10/1942
RAAF Service: 26/10/1942 to 22/1/1946

News has been passed on to the office over Christmas by the family of John Tarr that John 
had passed away mid 2017.  John joined the I.S.A.A. back in 2010. I recall that when I spoke 

to him on the phone initially on joining back then that he said he was a volunteer with the local 
Legacy, i.e. a Legatee assisting veteran families in the Griffith area. He mentioned that he greatly 

supported the work that our associations’ volunteers were doing for the veteran community in the way 
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of pensions etc, some of whom had been his clients.  

As a background to John’s life, the family were able to provide me with the following: 

“John Newman Surridge TARR, late of Scalabrini Village Griffith, passed away peacefully, 
aged 93, on Thursday 18 May 2017 at Griffith St Vincent’s Community Hospital, after suffering 
a short time with oesophageal cancer.  John Tarr was actually born in Sydney (Chatswood) 
on 19 November 1923 however his parents, George and Enid Tarr, were farming one of 
the first irrigation blocks at Hanwood – Farm 129 at the time. In 1929 the family moved to 
a dry area wheat farm named “Marathon” north of Barellan. His sister Patricia (Tish) and he 
attended a one teacher school called “Appendoon”.  John’s high school years were spent at 
Hurlstone Agricultural High School, Glenfield, Sydney from 1937 to 1939.  In 1939 George Tarr sold 
“Marathon” and bought “Brendon”, Warburn, which was part of Ballingal Station. John finished his Intermediate Certificate 
and came home to work on the farm.

 When he turned 18 he applied to join the RAAF however while waiting for his medical he received a call up for the army. 
He was posted to Signal Hill Battery on South head then he was released to join the RAAF in October 1942. At 19 years 
of age he was sent to Canada for Wireless Air Gunner training. He was then posted to various places in the UK until the 
war ended in February 1945.

He returned to the family farm in Griffith and applied unsuccessfully for a Soldier Settlement Block. So, he went into 
partnership with Maurie Morel and the Woods brothers (John and Bob) in a property on the Neimur River. With flood, 
droughts and rabbit plagues, it was a real battle. 

John married Audrey Thompson in Sydney in 1951. By 1959 John and Audrey had four children. They returned to Griffith 
to work the family farm eventually buying “Brendon”. Their fifth son was born in Griffith. John and Audrey remained on 
“Brendon” until they retired to live in town in 2007. John maintained his interest in birds throughout his life and contributed 
to the Bird Atlas of Australia. He also enjoyed many 4WD camping trips around Australia with Audrey and friends. John 
was a very active member of Legacy.”

John Tarr is survived by his wife Audrey, five children, Virginia, Geoffrey, Suzanne, John and Michael and their spouses, 13 
grandchildren, and 8 great grandchildren. He is predeceased by his sister Patricia, 1965.  The Association’s condolences 
have been extended to all the Tarr family. LEST WE FORGET

MEMORIAL NOTICE
PETER LYONS 50th ANNIVERSARY 

From Graham Elphick of Junee
Also excerpts added from Southern Cross Newspaper

Private Peter (Barney) James Lyons was 24 when he was killed in action in South Vietnam 
on 2nd March 1968. He was killed by a booby trap while serving with 2RAR/NZ (ANZAC) 
Battalion during Operation Pinaroo in the Long Hai Hills south east of Nui Dat.

Peter, from Junee, was remembered in a special commemorative service at his graveside in 
Old Junee cemetery on 2nd March 2018, the 50th anniversary of his death.

It was estimated that there were over 100 people in attendance for the service, with members from 1RTB 
Kapooka providing the catafalque party.  Wreaths, bagpipes and the Last Post made it a very solemn service.  A good 
contingent of 2RAR veterans were also in attendance, 20 of whom having travelled down from Queensland for the service.  

Peter’s sister, Barbara Curtis, and many relatives attended the service.  Barbara’s husband, John Curtis, who also served 
in South Vietnam, gave the Eulogy on the family’s behalf.  Mr Curtis, whose wife Barbara is the only surviving member 
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of the Lyons family, recounted the sad day Peter’s family 
discovered he would not be coming home.

“On Saturday the 2nd of March, Peter’s family were sitting 
around in the lounge room reading a letter from Peter and 
were very happy, because Peter said ‘dear mum and dad, I'll 
be coming home in June.  12 hours later, Father Fitzgerald 
arrived in Thomas Street and informed Peter's family that 
he had been killed in Vietnam the day before.” 

Norm Devereux, Peter’s section commander, gave a 
touching eulogy that spoke to Peter’s character during his 
time serving in Vietnam.  “As Peter's Section Commander, it 
was a pleasure to have a digger such as Peter who was so 
keen and enthusiastic and fitted in so well with all members 
of the section and the platoon, in the four months he served 
with us, he proved to be a great asset to the section and the platoon – he was a professional soldier and always carried 
out his duties willingly without complaint.”

Senator Jim Molan AO DSC (former Army Major General) was also in attendance for the special 50th anniversary service 
honouring Peter Lyon.   LEST WE FORGET

Norm Devereux, Peter’s Section Commander presenting his 
Eulogy

Lucas James Dowell, 
38,  was travel l ing 
home to Gundagai on 
Tuesday night but he 
never arrived.  His up-
turned ute was found 
by a passing motorist 
just after 8 am on 
Wednesday on River 
Road Wantabadgery 
near Junee.  He was 
the sole occupant 
and died in the single 
veh i c l e  acc iden t .  
Date of Death 12th 
September 2017.

He was known by 
“Luke” to all.  Luke 

was born and grew up in Gundagai and was the son of Ron 
and Janell Dowell of Gundagai.  He was brother to Debbie, 
Kylie and Melissa. More sadly though Luke leaves behind 
his partner Kerrie Stewart of 17 years, and their 6 year old 
son Angus and daughter Stella (twins).

Growing up Luke always had an interest and love of horses.  
On leaving High School he travelled the rodeo circuit as a bull 
rider.  He did track work in Wagga Wagga. He was a capable 
horseman and worked in the district as a horse farrier. He 
had his own farrier business in Gundagai which he wanted to 
carry on in the footsteps of his great grandfather Bill Crane, 
and also included working on saddlery and leatherwork.  
Due to his interest in the bushranger era, he often attended 
the Sergeant Parry Memorial Day held at Jugiong.  With his 
great horsemanship he loved to reenact the part of Johnny 
Gilbert who was part of Ben Hall’s gang.

Another great interest and passion in Luke’s life was the 
heroism of the Australian Light Horse. Luke became a 
member of the Australian Light Horse Association in 2012 

and shortly after he was one of those instrumental in forming 
the current 7th Light Horse Gundagai Troop.  As a director 
of the Australian Light Horse Association and President of 
the local 7th Light Horse Troop, he was front and centre of 
the action.  Locals laugh when they recall the time Luke 
rode his beloved stallion Peppy into the Boorowa Hotel to 
have a beer.

But I think that the most important legacy that Luke has left 
behind to all of us and which his family is very proud of, was 
that he was chosen to model for the design of the latest range 
of Beersheeba figurines to honour the 100 Year Anniversary 
of the Battle of Beesheba.

The military designer, Steve Rainey, took various images of 
Luke at which time Steve commented “We were extremely 
fortunate in that Light Horse re-enactor Luke Dowell was so 
authentic in his manner, dress and horsemanship that you 
could be forgiven for thinking it was 1917.  The images we 
took of Luke really captured the essence of the Light Horse.”

Luke’s family received the first limited editions from the 
collection so they could keep them in memory of a much 
loved husband, father, brother and son.  Luke was also 
chosen to travel to Egypt to be part of the Beersheba 
Centenary Event in October 2017, however this trip was 
not possible due to his fateful death in the car accident on 
12th September 2017.

SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO LOCAL LAD “LUKE” DOWELL
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WE HAVE BEEN PROVIDED WITH THE FOLLOWING DVA 
FACTSHEET ON THE NEW CVC PROGRAM FROM OUR 
LOCAL CARE PROVIDER WHICH MAY BE OF INTEREST 
TO OUR VETERANS AND CARERS.

Factsheet HSV101 - Coordinated Veterans` Care Program

What is the Coordinated Veterans’ Care (CVC) Program?

CVC is a team-based program designed to increase support 
for Gold Card holders with one or more targeted chronic 
conditions, complex care needs and who are at risk of 
unplanned hospitalisation. The Program uses a proactive 
coordinated model of care to improve the management of 
chronic conditions and quality of life for eligible Gold Card 
holders. The care team generally comprises a General 
Practitioner (GP), a nurse coordinator and you - the Gold 
Card holder.

CVC aims to assist you to better understand your health 
and provide support in self-managing your conditions using 
a Comprehensive Care Plan. This plan is developed in 
consultation with you and you will receive a patient-friendly 
version.

Who is the CVC Program for?

CVC is for Gold Card holders who meet all of the following 
criteria:

• are living in the community (not in a Residential Aged Care 
Facility)

• have been diagnosed with one or more of the following 
chronic conditions:

• congestive heart failure
• coronary artery disease
• pneumonia
• chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, or
• diabeties.
• have complex care needs, and
• are at risk of unplanned hospitalisation.

How can I participate in the CVC Program?

Participation in CVC is voluntary. If you think you are eligible, 
the program can be accessed in a number of ways:

• Your GP may assess your eligibility and enrol you after 
you consent, or

• Another health professional or your carer may suggest 
you ask your GP about CVC.

How does the CVC Program work?

After enrolling you in CVC, your GP and nurse coordinator 
will develop a personalised Comprehensive Care Plan for 
coordinating and monitoring your ongoing health care.

Your Care Plan will include:

• detailed information about your medical history
• goals and strategies for managing your illness
• details of your medications, dosage and how often to take 

them
• which symptoms you should watch out for, and
• appointments to specialists and other allied health 

Veterans Information
providers and medication reviews.

You (or your carer) will be given a patient-friendly version 
of your Care Plan.

The nurse coordinator will explain the Care Plan to you, 
coordinate ongoing health care and contact you regularly to:

• help you make appointments with other health professionals 
involved in your care

• remind you of appointments
• monitor your conditions and address any concerns
• coach and assist you in achieving your health goals, and
• provide any feedback to the GP.

Your GP and nurse coordinator will regularly review your 
Care Plan, monitor your progress and, where necessary, 
take appropriate action.

The CVC Program also recognises the benefits of social 
inclusion in supporting good health. Your GP may identify a 
need for short-term assistance to encourage you to become 
involved in community or other social activities. If appropriate 
for you, your GP will refer you to a Veterans’ Home Care 
Assessment Agency for an assessment.

Are there any restrictions for entry into the CVC 
Program?

Yes, you cannot:

• live in a Residential Aged Care Facility
• have been diagnosed with a condition which is likely to be 

terminal within 12 months, or
• be a participant in a similar Government  coordinated care 

program.

How will I benefit from CVC?

CVC aims to improve your general health and well being by:

• helping you to better understand and manage your health
• helping your carers and family to understand your condition 

and how they can best help you, and
• improving communication between you, your GP and your 

other health care Professionals.

Can I still go to hospital if I need to?

Yes. CVC aims to improve your health and reduce the need 
to go to hospital in the first place, but you should always go 
to hospital if you need to.

Will there be any cost to me?

There is no cost to enrol in or remain a participant in CVC. 
You will still be required to meet co-payments that exist for 
other DVA services that form part of your Care Plan.

Will the CVC Program affect my other DVA entitlements?

No, participation in CVC will not affect your other DVA 
entitlements.

Other relative information from Factsheet HCS10 
(Coordinated Veterans’ Care (CVC) Social Assistance)

CVC Social Assistance is a 12 week service designed to (re)
connect socially isolated CVC participants into community 
life. The services are community-based activities that meet 
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the need for social contact to strengthen well-being and a 
sense of belonging.

To access CVC Social Assistance you will need a referral 
from your GP or Local Medical Officer. You will also need to 
be assessed by a VHC Assessment Agency to determine 
your social assistance needs. Most assessments are done 
over the phone. To arrange an assessment call a VHC 
Assessment Agency on 1300 550 450.

How much does it cost?

Your VHC care plan will show if a co-payment is required. 
$5 per week is usually requested, but your VHC Service 
Provider will discuss this with you. You will have to cover the 
costs for activities, such as admission fees or equipment.

You are not expected to pay for travel when accompanied 
by your VHC Service Provider.

More Information - DVA General Enquiries:  Metro Phone: 
133 254 *  - Regional Phone: 1800 555 254 *

MEDIA RELEASES OF INTEREST
The Hon Michael McCormack MP
Minister for Veterans' Affairs
Minister for Defence Personnel
Dated 15 February 2018

DELIVERING BETTER SERVICES FOR VETERANS AND 
THEIR FAMILIES

VETERANS and their families are set to benefit with Minister 
for Veterans’ Affairs Michael McCormack introducing the 
Veterans’ Affairs Legislation Amendment (Veteran-Centric 
Reforms No. 1) Bill 2018 (VCR Bill) to implement several 
new initiatives which will deliver better services to veterans 
and their families.

“This Bill will create a new veteran payment to assist 
financially vulnerable veterans who have lodged a 
compensation claim for a mental health condition and are 
unable to work while their claim is being determined,” Mr 
McCormack said.

“The determination of Qualifying Service will also be 
automated, removing the requirement for a veteran to make 
an application for the determination. This is a key part of a 
broader improvement strategy to ease the transition process 
for veterans, putting veterans and their needs at the forefront.

“We will also invest an additional $7.1 million so we can 
deliver support services for veterans and their families 
through increased access to childcare, home care and 
counselling.”

Mr McCormack said partners of veterans may be eligible for 
the veteran payment and veterans with dependent children 
may be entitled to the maximum rates of Family Tax Benefit 
Part A without being subject to the Family Tax Benefit means 
test while they receive the veteran payment.

“Australian Defence Force members who served in 
Japan after the cessation of hostilities at the end of 
World War II and before the formation of the British 
Commonwealth Occupation Force (BCOF) will be 
entitled to receive a Gold Card,” Mr McCormack said.

“Veterans and their families are at the heart of 
communities around Australia — they have supported 

us and this Government is committed to ensuring they 
receive and have access to support services they need.

“Family plays an essential role in a veteran’s health and 
wellbeing and this Bill will ensure vital services such as 
income support and health care help veterans and their 
families transitioning into civilian life.”

Other measures in the Bill include a new pilot program 
to provide improved mental health support to veterans in 
remote and regional areas of Australia.

The Hon Dan Tehan MP 
(Previous Minister for Veterans' Affairs
Minister for Defence Personnel)
Dated 8 September 2017

NEW COMPENSATION ACT FOR VETERANS

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Dan Tehan said veterans would 
benefit after Parliament yesterday passed measures to 
simplify veterans’ legislation.

Parliament yesterday passed the Safety, Rehabilitation and 
Compensation (Defence-related Claims) Act 1988 (DRCA), 
which will replace for Australian Defence Force (ADF) 
members the Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 
1988 (SRCA). There will be no change to eligibility or the 
coverage of entitlements or benefits available to current and 
former members of the ADF.

The purpose of this change was to move all military 
compensation legislation under the Minister for Veterans’ 
Affairs. Mr Tehan said the legislation gave the Minister 
for Veterans’ Affairs policy responsibility for all veterans’ 
compensation legislation.

“This new legislation will allow for more consistency for 
veterans’ entitlements subject to consultation with the 
defence and ex-service community. This will allow the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs to improve the services it 
offers,” Mr Tehan said.

DRCA will commence 28 days after Royal Assent when all 
veterans and ADF members with existing claims under the 
SRCA will automatically become claims under the DRCA.

Mr Tehan assured the Parliament that there would be no 
change to coverage in this move but that the Government 
had put in place a safety net for any unforeseen situations.

Any new claims for injuries and illnesses due to service 
prior to 1 July 2004 which are lodged on or after the 
commencement date will now also be DRCA claims.

Further information on the DRCA, and on making a 
claim for rehabilitation and/or compensation due to a 
service related injury or illness under any of the military 
compensation Acts, can be found at www.dva.gov.au.
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Controversy continues regarding the nature of service at 
Air Base Butterworth (ABB), especially with respect to the 
appropriate recognition for portions of that service. ADF units 
have been there without break for over sixty years, a record 
in anyone’s books for an armed deployment to someone 
else’s country. The reason has vacillated from definitely 
“warlike” to maybe “hazardous” to uncontested “peacetime” 
equivalent training. What is harder to define without the full 
facts, is the appropriate level of recognition for each period. 
Add to that a deliberate government deception plan as to the 
reasons for some Army deployments direct from Australia to 
Malaysia, and one has an interesting mix to consider. 

A research group, representing RCB veterans of the period 
known as the Malaysian Communist Insurgency, also called 
the Second Malaysian Emergency (SME) which ran from 17 
June 1968 to 2 December 1989, has been advocating the 
correction of what many consider to be the inadequate level 
of recognition for that service. 

It is important to see the issue in context. The first Australian 
service at ABB was principally that of RAAF air operations 
until aircraft were eventually withdrawn in 1988. From 
that date, reducing RAAF forces remained in other roles, 
supporting the Royal Malaysian Air Force. This series of 
deployments included warlike service during the Malayan 
Emergency and Konfrontasi (with Indonesia), and then 
support to South Vietnam (primarily medevac duties and 
evacuation support). Other commitments under the 1971 
Five Power Defence Agreement (FPDA) included support to 
the external defence of Malaysia, a deployment that might 
have resulted in a shooting match had strategic fears of the 
time been realised. 

Army units served at ABB for much of the same period as 
the RAAF in air defence, or close protection of RAAF assets 
based of operating from there, including RAAF maritime 
air assets staging surveillance missions, primarily over the 
Malacca Straits and the Indian Ocean between 1980-89, 
and RAAF operations connected with South Vietnam. Today, 
only Army remains at ABB, managing the rotation of what 
is still termed the RCB. Since late December 1989, RCBs 
have engaged only in training, using the facility as a base 
for those training activities. But up to that point, the real role 
of the RCB was quite different.

Most Service personnel have received a level of recognition 
for service at ABB up until late 1989. The question is: was the 
level of recognition appropriate? One of the most unfortunate 
failures is successive Australian governments’ persistent 
refusal to recognise warlike service during the SME. 

The Australian government, advised principally by the Nature 
of Service Branch, Department of Defence continues to 
refuse to accept there was an SME at all, despite Malaysia’s 
official history unequivocally recording it in detail, including 
1,009 Malaysian Government Force casualties. The MAF 
were on active service during of the SME and were awarded 
the Pinjat Jasa Malaysia Medal for that period. This was also 

BUTTERWORTH
AUSTRALIAN ARMY RIFLE COMPANY BUTTERWORTH (RCB) – A CASE FOR 

RECOGNITION DURING THE SECOND MALAYSIAN EMERGENCY
the case for the Malayan Emergency and Konfrontasi when 
both Malayan and allied troops were so recognised. Clearly, 
the Malaysian Government regarded its country to be again 
engaged in warlike operations during the SME. 

There is a reason for this extraordinary Australian government 
position – a deception plan and an unwillingness to correct 
the wrong which was perpetuated shortly after the change 
of government in 1972. The new Prime Minister undertook 
to withdraw Australia’s ground combat forces from South 
East Asia. However, in seeking to do so upon taking office, 
found himself faced with a major predicament with respect 
to the situation at ABB. 

After the Malayan Emergency and Konfrontasi, the RAAF 
retained a sizable component of its combat power at ABB. 
Almost two-thirds of the RAAF’s fighters and a range of 
support aircraft were either based there, or dependant on 
the ABB facilities. After two generations of fighters – the F86 
Sabre and the F1 Mirage III - the last aircraft were withdrawn 
in 1988. The decision was made to not position the third 
generation of fighter-bomber – the F18A Hornet – at risk 
on foreign soil. Ground staff remained there for many years 
in support of RAAF aircraft staging through, and the Royal 
Malaysian Air Force’s (RMAF) operation of the ABB itself.

While the response to the Malayan Emergency was 
successful, a renewed threat to both Malaysia and ANZUK 
forces stationed in Malaysia/Singapore arose following 
Communist successes in Vietnam. In 1968, hostilities 
broke out afresh causing the Malaysian Government to 
declare the SME. ABB was a major strategic asset close 
to the Thai-Malay border where much of the Communist 
Terrorist (CT) threat manifested. RMAF aircraft conducted 
fighter-ground attack missions against the CTs. ABB also 
remained a strategic asset. Britain at the time needed the 
base to remain secure for possible use by nuclear-capable 
Vulcan long-range bombers, as did Australia in pursuit of its 
‘Forward Defence” posture following the British withdrawal. 
ABB provided a strategic footprint necessary in northern 
Malaysia. ABB needed to remain in the “right” hands. 

Even after the granting of independence to Malaysia and 
Singapore, UK, Australian and NZ forces remained, known 
as the Far Eastern Strategic Reserve (FESR). Some of these 
were at ABB including RAAF, at times Army Air Defence 
units, and Infantry staging through on their way to counter-
insurgency operations. Along with the RAAF aircraft, even 
after hostilities were declared over, was the Integrated Air 
Defence System (IADS). It provided technical control of the 
defence of Malaysian airspace until the RMAF assumed that 
responsibility years later. The RAAF continued to provide 
strategic air defence (the fighter squadrons themselves) 
under the FPDA, those squadrons forming the backbone 
of the IADS. Other Australian forces were stationed in 
Malaysia, primarily 28 ANZUK Brigade, which had re-located 
to Singapore.

With the sharp increase in CT activity from 1968 onwards, 
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ABB was vulnerable. The CTs were often operating in 
close proximity, intelligence details of which were known to 
Australia at the time but kept secret. Armed with a detailed 
assessment of the CT threat in 1970, RAAF sought urgent 
help. To provide increased protection and capacity to deter 
such an attack, a rifle company group was detached from the 
Singapore –based battalions starting on 1 November 1970. 
1 RAR and then 6 RAR subsequently deployed on monthly 
tours of duty to ABB, providing a constant and substantial 
deterrence force. 

Prime responsibility for external defence of the ABB was 
vested in the Malaysian Armed Forces (MAF), with total 
protection being a joint responsibility with RAAF. Such an 
arrangement was appropriate for the sovereign rights of the 
Malaysians whose armed forces were stretched fighting the 
SME. This arrangement included the Army rifle company 
operating inside the ABB perimeter. One important exception 
was the protection of RAAF families living on Penang and 
in the unsecured married quarter area opposite the airfield.

Malaysians guarded the perimeter, and had responsibility 
for all operations outside of it. At least two UK, several 
NZ companies and an Australian gun battery also rotated 
through ABB on security duties, until the arrival of a specially 
designated force, direct from Australia, on 1 September 
1973. The new group, later to be renamed the RCB, was a 
special, and secret, arrangement. 

The security situation had deteriorated markedly. The 
Whitlam Government, elected in part on its undertaking 
to withdraw forces from SE Asia, found itself with a major 
problem when it ordered the withdrawal of the Singapore-
based army combat troops. The renewed threat of CT attack 
on ABB promoted urgent action by the Whitlam Government 
in early 1973, as there would no longer be any Australian 
combat troops to protect Australian aircraft. The Defence 
Committee, the highest advisory body to the Government, 
secretly recommended a solution to Government on 11 
January 1973.  This recommendation enabled the continued 
protection of vital RAAF assets at ABB once the Singapore-
based Army units left. Government directed the deployment 
of a heavy rifle company direct from Australia under Plan 
Asbestos. A key extract from Defence Committee Minute 
No 3/1973 says, at para 28 e: 

When the Australian battalion is withdrawn, the 
requirement for a company for security duties at ABB 

will be met by providing the unit on rotation from 
Australia. This could be presented publicly as being for 
training purposes.

Further evidence of high level knowledge and complicity 
appeared in a Defence Planning Division brief (not an ADF 
entity) to the Vice Chief of the General Staff (Army) on 11 
October 1973 at para 3: 

The deployment of this company to Butterworth has 
in recent years assumed a real importance because of 
somewhat increased concerns about possible threats to 
base security. Although the Malaysians may be expected 
to have assumed that this is the case, publicly and 
privately the position is maintained on both sides that 
the deployment is for exercise purposes. 

Clearly, there was both a deception in effect and a 
surreptitious way of implementing it. 

As for the Malayan Emergency and Konfrontasi, Australian 
Service married personnel were normally accompanied 
by their family in Malaysia. However, the RCB was not. 
These troops were deployed on a specific warlike protective 
security mission, armed with live ammunition, with most 
also deploying their standard heavy weapons. With clear 
operational tasks and well-defined rules of engagement, 
the RCBs deployed on three month rotations, armed and 
functioning at Draft Priority 1 (go to war) status. This new 
deployment was subjected to a deception plan known to 
RCB veterans as “the Training Lie”. 

To this day, many people still do not know of this deception, 
including some of the junior soldiers to deploy. It was, and 
remains, a cover up of the RCB’s real purpose, initially to 
avoid political embarrassment and to enhance operational 
protective security at the time. A reinforced Army rifle 
company takes a much larger force to overpower it, and its 
powerful deterrent effect can (and did) deter the CTs from 
attacking ABB. It can move in all weather, terrain and by 
day or night, carry substantial firepower, for days on end, 
making it a powerful combat multiplier to supplement the 
meagre RAAF protective force. RCB’s operational tasks 
were enunciated in both RAAF and Army directives before 
written orders were issued mid-1973 to cease referring to 
those tasks in favour of “training activities”. This is further 
evidence that the deception plan itself had to be suppressed 
at the time. 

As the SME dragged on, the threat level grew, spiking in 
1975. Under Plan Asbestos, RCBs were detached from 
parent units in Australia and placed under command of Army 
Headquarters (later, Headquarters Field Force Command) 
for the entire duration of the SME. The first, A Company 8 
RAR, arrived on 1 September 1973 and was initially titled 
“Australian Army Company”. The last to conduct the warlike 
protective tasks specified in Directives was B Company 6 
RAR on the day that Chin Peng, leader of the CT movement, 
signed the armistice which drew the SME to a close on 2 
Dec 89.

The RCB was under the operational control of the RAAF 
commander at ABB. Written directives from both the RAAF 
commander and Army Mounting Instructions clearly listed its 
operational tasks, the only variation being the wording of later 
directives which reversed the emphasis from ‘operational 

RAAF Sabres on the tarmac. Australian aircraft parked like 
this presented a tempting target
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tasks’ to ‘training’, further evidence of the deception plan. 
However, the “Training Lie” during the SME was exactly that; 
a deception of the people of Australia by its own government. 
The enemy did not need deceiving; they already knew what 
they were up against should they attack. 

Records confirm that very little training occurred with 
the Malaysians due to the latter being fully operationally 
stretched engaging the CTs. Yet this is a prime reason used 
by the Government to deny the proper level of recognition 
of the RCB veterans during the SME by claiming the RCB 
was only there to “train with” the MAF. 

All RCBs so deployed conducted prescribed pre-deployment 
and in-country training dedicated to their operational tasks. 
In fact, RCBs were ordered not to carry out any of their own 
unit training until the prescribed operational training for ABB 
was completed. Only when that was achieved, and Quick 
Reaction Forces (QRF) in place could the RCB conduct any 
other Army training. On infrequent occasions elements of 
some RCBs actually trained with the Malaysians, but these 
opportunities were rare, and seldom enjoyed due to the 
MAF’s pre-occupation with the SME. 

The risk of contact with the CTs generated the requirement, 
even for off-base exercises, for designated individuals to 
carry live ammunition in red-taped magazines in the event 
of a clash with the enemy, or if a large dangerous animal 
was confronted. Every man in the QRF also carried live 
ammunition, including machine guns, while on duty. At 
heightened periods of threat, some RCBs had two entire 
platoons restricted to being at ABB able to quickly reinforce 
the standard QRF, the size of which did vary over the years. 

Declassified records now demonstrate numerous operational 
call outs to CT threats to the ABB. Most RCB members will 
not have known this at the time; their focus was on boring 
and tedious, but necessary, standby at one minute’s notice 
to move, with frequent drill callouts and sometimes, real 
ones. During some tours of duty, duty officers deployed to 
the IADS ground defence building while guards slept in the 
RCB armoury to enable rapid reinforcement of the QRF with 
further arms and ammunition. 

In the early 21st century review of Service awards, service 
at ABB during this period for both Army and RAAF was 
recognised with the award of the Australian Service Medal. 

This, curiously, is for almost the exact period of the SME, 
the very war that authorities claim did not occur as part 
of their denial of the claim. Since 2006, there have been 
many individual and group submissions to have this service 
recognised with the Australian Active Service Medal and 
associated benefits. Some RCB veterans, perhaps due to the 
success of the deception plan, do not know that they faced 
danger from CT attack, including while on leave. However, 
the facts are irrefutable. 

The evidence is clear. RCB veterans, and others, deserve 
the same recognition as those who served at Ubon and 
Diego Garcia Air Bases and six other operational theatres 
where service recognition has been upgraded, despite the 
threat and other criteria sometimes being less “warlike” 
than at ABB. RAAF personnel, who were the prime reason 
for RCB being there at all, have their own story to tell and 
possibly a similar claim (RAAF were not subjected to a 
deployment lie).

Why then, have several applications, a petition in 2014 and 
two appeals direct to the Prime Minister in 2016 been denied, 
deflected or downright stonewalled? Several independent 
reviews of other deployments have enabled the presentation 
of all the evidence currently available to a panel of unbiased 
scrutineers who were able to consider it. Most of those 
reviews resulted in upgrades of recognition. Defence often 
opposes the upgrade sought in those reviews, with its scribes 
generating the letters for ministers and senior officers to 
sign. These letters almost invariably end with the dismissive 
statement that nothing new has been presented and the 
matter is considered closed, with official staff effort invested 
in refuting or denying the veteran applicants’ presentation of 
compelling evidence. One would think a caring organisation 
might demonstrate an open mind, but this is clearly not 
the case. Tellingly, officialdom has the same access to the 
same weight of evidence now unearthed by applicants, but 
continues to deny its existence, or produces selective and 
partial “evidence” to negate applicant cases. 

The biggest block to a fair and impartial review of the RCB 
case might only be a lack of knowledge. However, this is 
inexcusable based on the evidence, with government staff 
unable, or unwilling, to examine and treat objectively the full 
range of that evidence. Instead, there is a persistent reliance 
by Government’s advisors on falling back to outdated, 
inaccurate and incomplete department briefs regurgitated 
as “fresh” decision support briefs. The result is a continued 
recycling of the previous responses in the hope that RCB 
veterans will just give up and go away. 

Veterans of the RCB (SME) period are now either retired, 
or serving as senior warrant officers and senior officers, 
including the current Chief of Army. The youngest RCB 
company commander from the SME period is at least 56 
years old. Unless they have seen the full range of evidence, 
today’s younger military staff and Defence bureaucrats – and 
certainly the ministers they serve - simply will not know the 
full story. 

Until an independent review of ALL the evidence is carried 
out, stonewalling government and Defence officials will 
continue to deny examination of the full evidence base. An 
independent re-examination of the total evidence, readily 
available to anyone who will simply take the time to look at 
it, will result in a fair go for the RCB veterans of the SME. 

Section of B Coy 1 RAR inside the base Christmas 1981-82, 
complete to first line ammunition
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Such a review is necessary to test their claim, just as it was 
for the deployments to Ubon (Thailand), RAN off Somalia, 
Rwanda, Namibia, Cambodia and Diego Garcia. Service 
recognition in all of these deployments was upgraded once 
an objective review was conducted. The restoration of 
respect for and belief in government which so readily deploys 
Australia’s Service personnel into danger is way overdue 
for the RCB veterans. There can only be fair closure of this 
sorry chapter of Australia’s history of warlike deployments 
through an independent hearing. 

Footnote: Extensive public domain references underpinning 
this paper are available from the RCB Review Group.

Rifle Company Butterworth Review Group

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Recognition of Australian Army Rifle Company 
Butterworth’s 1970-1989 Military Service as Warlike 

Rifle Company Butterworth (RCB) troops have been 
repeatedly denied, by successive Governments, 
recognition of their service in the period 1970 to 1989 
at RAAF Butterworth Air Base as warlike, due largely to 
the deliberate deception of the deployment’s strategic 
protection nature for one of training purposes and the 
outright denial of all the relevant facts.

Since the end of WW 2, Australia has deployed its troops 
into Malaysia and Singapore, initially on warlike service in 
the Malayan Emergency (1948-1960) and then Confrontation 
with Indonesia (1962-1966). These events were followed 
by later non warlike deployments as part of the Far East 
Strategic Reserve Land Forces.

In 1969, Prime Minister Gorton told the Parliament that 
Australia would deploy ground troops again into Malaysia 
at Butterworth Air Base, a strategic air base, for protection 
purposes against a perceived external strategic geo-political 
communist threat and an internal Malaysia Communist 
Insurgency (aka the Second Malayan Emergency) both 
supported by China and North Vietnam (the Domino Theory 
of Communist expansion in SEA). 

During the early 1970s the increasing major threats from the 
Communist Terrorists (CTs), coinciding with the increasing 
success of the Communists in Vietnam, hastened the 
implementation of this protection. Numerous military and 
other departmental documents reveal that the Australian 
Government was well aware of the seriousness of that threat, 
including to Butterworth where at one stage, two-thirds of 
the RAAF Tactical Fighter Force were stationed.

On 1 Dec 71, the Australian and Malaysian Governments 
signed a Bilateral Agreement which enabled the deployment 
of troops, including a rifle company, to Butterworth 

permanently. Multiple (ex-Secret) documents confirm the 
major concern of the time with security including the need 
for combat troops to protect strategic installations such as 
Butterworth. With ANZUK forces winding down at the time, 
these concerns had led to the prior deployment of a rifle 
company to Butterworth from Singapore-based troops from 
1 Nov 70 onwards, with clear warlike rules of engagement, 
including contingency plans if the Malaysians were unable 
to protect the Air Base from the perceived threats.

The change of Government in 1972 brought with it Labor’s 
policy of withdrawal of all Australian forces serving overseas 
and the change of defence strategy from one of Forward 
Defence to Fortress Australia.

On 11 Jan 73, the Defence Committee, the highest 
advisory body to Government on defence matters, 
recommended the permanent deployment of a company 
direct from Australia to provide operational security of 
RAAF assets at Butterworth, with the deployment to 
be publicly presented as “for training purposes” - the 
deception lie. 

Subsequently, a mass of operational directives by both RAAF 
and Army demonstrate the implementation of that decision, 
with the Chiefs of Staff Committee on 3 Jul 73 confirming 
the prime task of protection, with training as a secondary 
task. On 25 Jul 73, a direct Army order was actually 
given to implement the “training lie”, namely to refer 
to all matters as “training” rather than the real purpose 
of the deployment.

On 14 Aug 73, Plan Asbestos was put into effect, formalising 
the Butterworth deployment on a three monthly rotation 
basis from Australia. The actual tasks of the RCB remained 
unchanged until the CTs signing a Cessation of Hostilities 
with the Malaysian Government, witnessed by Thailand, 
on 2 Dec 89. Records show that all RCBs carried out the 
primary task of protecting the base internally, with very little 
training possible with the Royal Malaysian Armed Forces. 

A major submission in 2006 by the RCB Review Group 
to have such service recognised as warlike was rejected, 
as was a 2010 Addendum made upon invitation from the 
Government.  Multiple contacts with the Government since, 
including a further formal approach through the House of 
Representatives Petitions Committee in 2014 have been 
stonewalled, primarily by the Government’s Defence 
advisory arm, the Nature of Service Branch’s avoidance of 
responding to the full facts of the RCB Group’s claim.

The evidence is overwhelming – the RCB was deployed to 
protect RAAF assets already in place to defend Malaysia 
against both external threats and the internal CT threat. 

A proven audit trail of documents (many revealed 
under FOI requests) assembled by the RCB Group 
demonstrates clearly a deliberate cover up of the warlike 
tasks and presenting the RCB’s protection role merely 
as “training”. 

The troops who served in any RCB from the period of first 
deployment (from 1 Nov 70) through to the end of the Second 
Malaysian Emergency (2 Dec 89) deserve to have the facts 
accepted, and their service formally recognised as warlike 
from which their VEA entitlements are available.
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It would seem that nothing short of an independent 
public enquiry will penetrate the wall of deception and 
reveal the truth of the strategic nature for the RCB’s 
deployment. 

“How can the Government deny these RCB veterans 
their recognition and rights based on a prima facie case 
of lies and deception to mislead the Australian people?"

RCB REBUTTALS TO POLLIES’ RESPONSES 
TO OUR CLAIMS
In your meeting discussions with your local Federal MP or 
Senator it is most likely that they may have received from 
the Government or Party HQ a document that will defend 
against our claims.

In most cases your local Federal MP or Senator will have 
little or no knowledge of our military terminology. Therefore 
you will need to explain what a rifle company is, its weapons 
and tasks etc, and other terms such as defence, counter-
penetration and counter attack etc, and the concept of 
military deterrence (Deterrence is a strategy intended to 
dissuade an adversary from taking an action not yet started).

Without access to the political parties’ documents, we 
anticipate the following statements they are likely to make to 
defend their persistent denials of our claim (red). We provide 
you (below) with the rebuttal (blue)

If you become aware of other defence offerings from the 
politicians, please advise Robert Cross asap.

RCB Service was peacetime Garrison duty, not war service.

No. This was the deception. The facts are:

1. RCB was a strategic deployment ordered by our 
Government to protect the RAAF Fighter Squadrons (aircraft, 
other assets and both RAAF Service personnel and their 
families) and the Integrated Air Defence System (IADS) that 
was integral to the air defence of the Malaysia and Singapore 
under Australia’s treaty obligations. 

2. Note at the time of first RCB deployment in November 
1970 the geo-political situation in South East Asia was

a. The fear of communist expansion (The Domino Theory) in 
SE Asia – Vietnam War, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Malaysia

b. Australian troops were fighting in South Vietnam at that 
time and were also deployed in Singapore and Malaysia 
under Treaty obligations known as the Five Power Defence 
Arrangements (FPDA)

c. Malaysia was fighting the Communist Insurgency War (aka 
The Second Malaysian Emergency from 17 June 1968 to 2 
December 1989) following on from the previous Malaysian 
Emergency (18 Jun 48 to 31 Jul 60) in which Australia 
troops fought and after which remained in Malaysia and 
then Singapore.

d. Australia’s Treaty obligations under the 1971 FPDA 
included the technical management of the Air Base 
Butterworth (AAB) itself with RAAF fighter squadrons and 
other assets based or transiting through there, and the IADS 
itself, which included both aircraft and command and control 
systems (RAAF commanded this until eventual handover 
to the Malaysians). Maintenance of the security of ABB 
was both strategically vital for Australia and operationally 

for the Malaysian Armed Forces (MAF) who were directly 
fighting their Communist Insurgency War, including from the 
AAB through the provision of both air strikes and support 
to its ground troops who were combatting the Communist 
Terrorists nearby. 

Physical defence and security of the AAB was shared – The 
Malaysians took responsibility for all action on and outside 
the perimeter, while the RCB was responsible for dealing 
with any enemy incursion inside the perimeter, whether is 
actually occurred or not. This is war service, especially when 
carried out by fully armed rifle company soldiers, following 
rules of engagement that could result in the use of lethal 
force should the enemy penetrate the perimeter.  

3. In Australia the ALP, whilst in opposition, was opposed to 
Australia’s forward defence military strategy and intended 
when in Government to bring all the ground troops home. 
On winning the 1972 Election it put that policy into effect.

4. The Government then realised that to meet its Treaty 
obligations (the FPDA) it needed to maintain a strategic 
ground combat protective force to protect the ABB. For as 
long as an enemy threat existed, this was to be achieved 
through the RCB which had specific operational tasks, all of 
which involved the potential to fight the enemy, under clear 
rules of engagement and with the probability of casualties. 
The deception to the Australian people was to publically 
reveal this operational deployment as a ‘training’ role.

If it was a peacetime ‘training’ role then: 

a.  Why deploy a strengthened infantry combat rifle company 
with its heavy weapons when the (small) RAAF Air Defence 
Guard was available?

b. Why arm the company with live ammunition, including all 
of its heavy weapons and give it rules of engagement (ROE) 
thereby leading to a possibility and expectation of combat 
and casualties?

c. Why have the troops prepared to Draft Priority 1 
(operational service the same as for the Vietnam and all 
other war deployments)?

d. Why prepare for and rehearse counter-penetration and 
counter-attack tasks which are clearly warlike events?

e. Why have contingency plans for the evacuation of 
Australian families if there was no enemy threat? 

f. Why was the RCB sent on an operational deployment 
(including no families at all) with up to two-thirds of it required 
on base able to react to an enemy incursion at very short 
plans?

g. Why did the RAAF build heavy blast-reduction rivetments 
for its aircraft, require the construction of defensive bunkers 
and assign multiple vital points around which RCB regularly 
rehearsed its tasks, and on some occasions actually reacted 
to during real alerts? 

h. Why was the Rifle Company taken from its parent Battalion 
and placed under operational control of HQ Field Force 
Command (and whilst at ABB, under the direct control of 
the RAAF commander), yet the government claim ‘peace 
time garrison duty and training’ in another country which was 
engaged in an internal war?
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It was a Training Role with the Malaysian Armed Forces 
(MAF).

Another deception.

The fact is that the Malaysian troops were fully involved 
in fighting the Communist Terrorists and did not have the 
time for training with RCB in between their real operations 
which sometimes went for months. We have volumes of 
evidence to support the MAF’s position including their own 
statement that they were almost always fully engaged in 
combat operations. To fight this enemy the Malaysians 
had to increase their combat ground forces from two to six 
Divisions. Only occasionally did RCB troops get to exercise 
with the MAF and even then, a percentage carried live 
ammunition and were always subject to the same ROE as 
on the ABB. 

There was No Threat.

The official threat assessments from a range of sources 
clearly and regularly record otherwise. Intelligence, recorded 
and confirmed as being in the hands of senior government 
officials and military officers at the time, indicated varying 
enemy levels of activity and assessed threat. This led to 
immediate strengthening of hard defence revetments etc at 
the Base plus increased tasking to keep a (high) minimum 
number of troops on the Base at all times to be able to 
provide a much larger Quick Reaction Force when threat 
levels spiked.  

If there was no danger repeat again the Why questions 
above.

The fact is that the ABB played a strategic purpose in 
the overall defence of Malaysia. Australia had major 
responsibilities under the FPDA, including its air defence 
against external enemies, provided a key link for evacuation 
of wounded from the Vietnam War and then ongoing maritime 
surveillance of Soviet submarines under Operation Gateway. 
ABB was also the key and major forward operational base 
for the MAF conducting offensive operations against the 
enemy. As such it was a very high value and most likely 
target for direct attack by the enemy (communist terrorists) 
and indirect attacks from rockets and mortars which could 
be launched from some distance away.

A similar MAF air base was attacked during this time near 
Kuala Lumpur.

There was NO Attack

That is proof of the RCB’s success as a deterrent force. 132 
combat soldiers with a full array of weapons is not a force to 
be reckoned with lightly, and the enemy knew it.

Why should that be a factor? Are you suggesting that any 
operational deployment needs to have casualties as a 
precondition to entitlements?

“The most successful commander is the one who deters the 
enemy from action against his force”. RCB, by its presence 
and overt actions, achieved this real prime task that it was 
set. 

The Government cannot afford the cost of your Claim

This is not a discretionary cost to the Government but one 
attendant to the Veterans Entitlement Act and an entitlement 
as an operational war service deployment. Of the total 

number of RCB veterans only a minority stand to qualify: 
many of the older and the younger veterans are already 
covered under other operational deployments, so the net 
cost is, if any, very little.

The cost to the Government is that associated with qualifying 
service being granted leading to a Service Pension at age 60 
(5 years earlier than eligibility for an Aged pension). Almost 
every RCB veteran of the time involved is way past this age.

Invite the Politician to advise their assessment of the 
cost.

The Deployment was not proscribed for Qualifying Service 
under the VEA

Precisely, and that is consequence of the deception we are 
fighting in order to receive our due entitlements. There is 
evidence that maladministration occurred in this area but it 
must not be a deciding factor.  Being deployed to a war zone, 
under a deliberate lie, and then still placed in harm’s way by 
being given warfighting tasks, whether they eventuated or 
not, is danger in anyone’s language. It is a simple process 
for any reasonable person to see this for what it is and then 
to agree for a fair and compassionate Government action in 
directing an administrative solution to this injustice.

OPERATION “EXPOSURE” 
EMAIL TEXT TO FEDERAL POLITICIANS
This is a sample email text that could be used as a guide to 
sending to your local Federal MP and Senators in your State. 
Vary it as you please with your own words. But please be 
courteous and not use offensive or abusive language. We 
are asking for their support

The text in brackets is to be used as necessary by other 
family members except for the third bracket which is for you

Before sending the email click on the Read Receipt in the 
Options Menu. 

SAMPLE TEXT

                                          (Your Name & Address & Date)
(MPs/Senators Name)
Senator Email address will be: senator.(surname)@aph.
gov.au
For example: senator.burston@aph.gov.au 
MPs address will be First name.Surname.MP@aph.gov.au
For example: Karen.Andrews.MP@aph.gov.au

RIFLE COMPANY BUTTERWORTH SERVICE – AN 
INDEPENDENT PUBLIC INQUIRY

Dear MP/Senator,

I am a military veteran (or I am the wife/spouse/son/
daughter/father/mother) who (whose husband/father/
son) was operationally deployed as a member of Rifle 
Company Butterworth during the period 1970 – 1989 
(or state the actual year) to protect the Australian RAAF 
assets (personnel, aircraft and facilities) at Air Base 
Butterworth Malaysia strategically as part of Australia’s 
international Treaty obligations. 

At that time of RCB’s deployment the Malaysian Government 
and its armed forces (MAF) were engaged in their Second 
counter insurgency War against the communist terrorists 
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(CT) who were being supported by the Chinese and 
Vietnamese Governments. Air Base Butterworth (ABB) was 
a major forward operational base for the MAF air and ground 
combat operations against the CTs and therefore a potential 
target for the CTs.

I am disappointed with my Government on three counts: 

Firstly, by its deception to the Australian public of my service 
in RCB being falsely represented as peacetime garrison 
duty when it was in fact an operational deployment where 
there was an enemy threat, an expectation of casualties, live 
ammunition carried and there were rules of engagement. In 
effect I and my family have been denied access to repatriation 
entitlements arising from that operational service.

Secondly, by its failure to consider all the evidence 
discovered by the RCB Review Group as submitted to the 
Government through its Defence Department.

Thirdly, by its unwillingness to appoint an independent (of 
Government) public inquiry to consider ALL the evidence 
related to the RCB service and classification.

In my view, this is a shameful betrayal of the RCB’s men 
and women who have served our Nation in that deployment.

I seek your support in taking this matter to your Party for an 
independent of government public Inquiry and look forward 
to your acknowledgement and agreement: If not agreement 
then the reasons for that decision please.

Yours Sincerely,

(Name/Signature)
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Articles of Interest
A WARNING TO MEMBERS
(Taken from the Army Newspaper 22 February 2018_

FITNESS TRACKING DEVICES MIGHT BE PUTTING 
YOU AND YOUR BASE AT RISK, CPL SEBASTIAN 
BEURICH REPORTS.

IN LATE January, the world 
l i t  up with reports that 
heat maps published by 
fitness tracking application 
Strava were revealing the 
movements of personnel 
exercising on military bases. 

The implication for military 
personnel  deployed to 
secret, or undeclared, bases 
was that it would reveal the 

location of those bases when using their fitness trackers. 

Personnel who wore their fitness trackers on patrols or during 
vehicle movements may have also been revealing routes or 
patterns of life which could be exploited by enemy forces. 

It’s easy to believe this isn’t a big deal, but Deputy Chief 
Information Warfare Maj-Gen Marcus Thompson said it could 
create the “perfect storm” of conditions for a threat actor to 
target soldiers, their families or colleagues. 

“For the individual, the bottom line is once data is shared 
on the internet, whether it’s on Strava or any other app, it’s 
out there forever. You’ve lost control of that data,” he said. 

“One of my biggest concerns is the aggregation of data 
over time. The data collected by apps like Strava, combined 
with other freely available data like your uploads to social 
media, can help others understand patterns of life for both 
individuals and ADF units. 

“If you use a device while running around a military base, 
then use the same device while running around a restricted 
area, it has the potential to tie the two locations together 
and build a picture of the individual and their unit.” None of 
this is to say Army personnel shouldn’t use fitness trackers 
– they are a great tool to make sure you are keeping your 
fitness on track. 

First Assistant Secretary Security and Vetting Service Celia 
Perkins said it was important soldiers were aware of the 
potential security risks posed by personal electronic devices 
such as fitness trackers. 

“It’s important to ask yourself where the data goes, who has 
access to it and what it’s being used for,” Ms Perkins said. 
“The best mitigation strategy is to actively and regularly 
review the privacy settings of both your devices and 
application, and limit how much of your personal data is 
being collected by an app. “The same goes for your social 
media accounts, internet browsers and even your smart TV.” 
A lot of the personal security principles applied to fitness 
trackers are the same as those applied to smartphones – 
especially because fitness trackers generally take their GPS 

signals from linked devices. 

While it’s difficult to avoid technology which stores data about 
our lives, Maj-Gen Thompson said the main thing to think 
about is not being complacent. 

“Some of the measures you can take to minimise your 
personal data footprint include restricting use of personal 
communications devices in foreign countries and disabling 
public sharing options on apps,” he said.  “With technology 
changing so quickly, the best thing you can do is be aware 
of the threat and stay informed about the technology you 
are using.” For further information on how to secure your 
devices, type “Personal Security Campaign” into the DRN 
search bar or talk to your Unit Security Officer. 

SECURING YOUR DEVICES 
• Set passwords on your devices and download security 

updates when they are available. 
• Turn off GPS and location services, as well as wi-fi and 

bluetooth when you aren’t using them. 
• Source your applications from reputable companies. 
• Avoid storing detailed personal information on your devices. 
• Lock down your social media profiles so they aren’t publicly 

accessible. 
• Consider whether you need to upload personally identifying 

data to apps. 
• Personal electronic devices are effectively small computers 

– they can be affected by malware just the same as your 
PC at home. 

(Sent in by one of our members)

OMG!! The military has become a rainbow joke. Bring 
in the clown s -oops, they’re already here, running the 
PC circus.  

LONG MARCH THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS
TAXPAYERS’ $1M BILL FOR SOLDIER SEX CHANGE 
OPS!
EXCLUSIVE By Joe Kelly 14/10/2017

The Defence Force has charged taxpayers more than $1 
million to pay for sex-change surgeries and provide treatment 
for personnel experiencing gender dysphoria.

Freedom of Information documents released this week by 
the ADF revealed that from November 2012 to last March, 
there were 27 ADF members who received treatment for 
gender dysphoria.

Seventeen ADF members had sex-change surgery — 10 
being male-to-female reassignments — with the total cost 
amounting to $1,052,330, not including pharmaceuticals 
dispensed by the Defence Force.

Internal Defence advice from July also confirmed there is 
no existing policy on the management of transgender ADF 
members “aside from medical policy”.

“This is because transgender and transitioning members are 
administratively treated as their affirmed gender of male or 
female,” the advice said.
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“Any ADF candidate with gender dysphoria is assessed by 
Defence Force Recruiting on an individual basis, against the 
inherent requirements of service and in accordance with the 
Defence Health manual.” The advice also revealed that a 
previous policy on transgender personnel had been cancelled 
in June 2010 because it gave “inappropriate discretionary 
power” to commanding officers to consider discharge where 
“behaviour in identifying as the opposite gender ... could 
have serious consequences upon operational effectiveness, 
cohesion, morale and discipline”.

One of the key issues detailed in the documents is that 
transgender members are likely to be non-deployable for 
some time — the length of which will vary in each case 
including for psychological counselling.

A document titled “Navy Comments, Transgender” from 
last January, also covered several key challenges posed 
by transgender personnel, including the use of key facilities 
such as toilets and bathrooms.

It noted that those undergoing gender transitioning would 
“not be posted to ships”. While this meant “messing issues 
are not a problem at sea”, the document warned that 
“returning to sea post-transition (especially if the member 
does not undergo surgical reassignment) presents a range 
of challenges for the individual and the organisation”.

“A transitioning person may choose to use separate facilities 
such as an accessible toilet for disabled people,’’ the navy 
document says.

“However, it will be discriminatory to insist that the 
transitioning person permanently use facilities for the 
disabled.

“Should the situation arise where open communal samesex 
showers are the only showers available ... the transitioning 
person and their commander or manager should discuss 
and agree upon an appropriate arrangement.”

Last month Defence confirmed gender-neutral personnel 
could face restrictions from key roles under moves to obtain 
special exemptions from sex discrimination laws.

Defence revealed it was considering reinstating an 
exemption to the Sex Discrimination Act after The Australian 
revealed an Australian Defence Force Academy cadet had 
claimed gender neutrality — also identified as gender X 
status — which under national guidelines refers to a person 
who is of a “non-binary gender”.

Bernard Gaynor, an Iraq War veteran sacked from the 
Army Reserves for criticising gender and sexuality diversity 
policies, said yesterday the documents highlighted the “sheer 
scale of bureaucratic Twister playing out inside Defence over 
rainbow inclusion”.

Well Members what do you think about this one!!

AUSTRALIAN ARMY CAPTAIN RECOMMENDS 
SOLDIERS SHOULD BE VISITED ON THE 
FRONT LINES BY PROSTITUTES TO 'RELIEVE 
STRESS'
By Sam McPhee For Daily Mail Australia
Published: 4 December 2017
*Australian army captain says sex workers should be integrated to 

help soldiers
*Captain Sally Williamson wrote opinion piece for Land Power Forum 
website 
*She wants to see defence forces embrace the sex industry to help 
serving troops

An Australian army captain currently serving in the Middle 
East has written an opinion piece requesting the defence 
forces allow sex workers to help soldiers 'relieve stress' 

Captain Sally Williamson wrote the article for the Land Power 
Forum, a website run by the Australian military giving past 
and present servicemen and women a chance to express 
their thoughts and offer ideas.

Capt. Williamson posted the story, titled 'Sex And War - A 
Conversation Army Has To Have', in early November but it 
was removed days later after fierce scrutiny.

'Opinions on the subject will undoubtedly vary, but the 
conversation about sexual activism and regulation on 
deployment is worth having,' the since-deleted post reads.

'Unfortunately, the actions of a small minority, and the 
subsequent Pathway to Change process have made the 
ADF nervous when it comes to issues of a sexual nature.'

Capt. Williamson is serving on Operation Paladin, a UN 
operation supervising war-torn countries including Egypt, 
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria.

She begins the story by referencing past instances of the 
sex industry successfully integrating with armed forces and 
believes the 'Army could contract Australian male and female 
sex workers to service troops in forward operating bases and 
air bases. The French army employed sex workers during 
the first Indochina war at Dien Bien Phu, where soldiers 
say prostitutes worked 'not only as sex workers and lovers 
to soldiers, but also in tactical roles as nurses and or as 
companions to keep up the spirits of the troops.'

While Capt. Williamson notes many of their practices were 
'immoral and illegal from a human rights perspective', she 
believes appropriately monitored and controlled sexual 
guidelines can help 'loneliness or prolonged absence from 
family, friends, partners and spouses. Improved intimacy 
and sexual interaction can help combat veterans with PTSD 
recovery.'

Capt. Williamson also believes the Australian army could 
offer less drastic measures. 'Another option the ADF could 
consider is facilitating safe and regulated sexual satisfaction 
through other means such as providing masturbation 
facilities or issuing sex toys,' she wrote. 'As Major Boulton 
mentioned in her recent work on teaming, 'there is now a 
chance for Army to reflect more deeply and strategically 
about how it approaches gender issues'.'

The post, however, was met with widespread criticism, with 
many saying sex has no place in the defence forces.  

'If a soldier is going to war or on a ¬peacekeeping operation 
they need to keep sex out of the picture,' Australian 
Peacekeeper and Peacemaker Veterans Association NSW 
President Bruce Relph said in replying to the article.  I can't 
believe that an officer wrote this article in the first place. 
It is even harder to comprehend how it was allowed to be 
published,' Australian Conservatives member Bernie Gaynor 
weighed in.  Five years after ... the 'Skype' sex scandal we 
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now see the Army calling for a discussion on taxpayer-funded 
prostitution and open fraternisation. What a disaster.'   

The President Bob Bak forwarded this email in response 
to this ridiculous suggestion.

From: Robert Bak <bobbak2@bigpond.com>
Subject: Captain Sally Wilkinson article Dec 4 2017
Date: 7 December 2017 
To: news@dailytelegraph.com.au

Yes! Captain Sally Williamson is entitled to her own opinions. 
I do not think the leadership in the Australian Defence Force 
would agree with her, nor the Minister for Defence. I am 
surprised this loony female would write such rubbish. Is this 
what she believes our ADF personnel are entitled to? She 
is clearly mistaken if she really thinks this avenue would 
prevent Post Traumatic Stress Disorder in our troops. I can 
envisage the prostitute may well end up with the mental 
condition.

Again, if she thinks it to be a good idea, then I would be the 
first to nominate her to be the Chief Instructor for the would-
be prostitutes. Good on you Tracy Peterson from Blackwall 
for your candid comments.

MEDIA RELEASES From:  
The Hon Michael McCormack MP
Minister for Veterans' Affairs
Minister for Defence Personnel
19 February 2018
76TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BOMBING OF DARWIN

TODAY marks the 76th anniversary of the Bombing of Darwin 
and Australians are encouraged to pause to remember those 
who died during the attacks by Japanese aircraft.

Minister for Veterans' Affairs Michael McCormack said on 
19 February 1942 the Second World War was brought to 
Australia’s shores for the first time when 242 Japanese 
aircraft bombed Darwin in two separate attacks, killing more 
than 240 people.

“Australia should remember with pride the many people 
involved in Darwin's defence on this day 76 years ago,” Mr 
McCormack said.

“The Bombing of Darwin was believed by many at the time 
to be the prelude to a Japanese invasion.

“In reality it was aimed at eliminating the threat of an Allied 
counter-attack against the Japanese invasion of Timor which 
took place the following day.”

Mr McCormack said the first attack on Darwin occurred just 
before 10 am on 19 February 1942.

“The targets were the harbour and town, Royal Australian Air 
Force (RAAF) and civil aerodromes and the Army hospital,” 
Mr McCormack said.

“Ten US Kittyhawk fighters were the only aircraft available to 
defend Darwin and all but one were shot down before they 
could engage the attackers. A second wave of Japanese 
bombers arrived just before noon and bombed the RAAF 
base.

“Other towns across Australia’s north were also bombed 
including Katherine, Broome, Townsville, Wyndham and 
Cairns.”

The Japanese bombed Darwin 64 times during the course 
of the war. The final raid against Darwin took place on 12 
November 1943. The 19 February 1942 raids were by far 
the most destructive.

The Bombing of Darwin Day has been a national day of 
observance since 2011. The Northern Territory Government 
will recognise the anniversary by conducting a National 
Day of Observance Commemorative Service in Darwin on 
Monday, 19 February 2018.

10 January 2018

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF AUSTRALIA’S PEACEKEEPING 
DEPLOYMENT TO SOMALIA

TODAY marks the 25th anniversary of the commencement 
of Australia’s significant contribution to peacekeeping 
operations in Somalia, Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Michael 
McCormack says.

“In late 1992 a catastrophic humanitarian disaster 
compounded by a complete breakdown in civil order plunged 
Somalia into chaos,” Mr McCormack said.

“In response to the crisis Australia deployed forces from 
all three Services with the Australian contribution to the 
Unified Task Force – Somalia (Unitaf) arriving in Somalia 
in January 1993.

“Close to 1,000 personnel with land forces centred on 
the Army’s 1st Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment 
(1RAR), with significant contributions from a number of other 
units. The Royal Australian Navy deployed HMAS Tobruk 
and HMAS Jervis Bay with both ships providing important 
logistical support.”

Mr McCormack said elements of the Royal Australian Air 
Force (RAAF) were used to move the Australian Forces to 
and from the conflict area and conducted regular resupply 
missions.

“RAAF personnel also served in Somalia as air traffic 
controllers and in airfield management roles and members 
of the Australian Army were deployed to the town of Baidoa 
about 240km north-west of Mogadishu in January 1993 
where banditry and warlord intimidation were rife,” Mr 
McCormack said.

“Australians were successful at fostering and protecting 
humanitarian relief efforts and won international praise 
for their efforts in trying to restore law and order and re-
establishing functional legal, social and economic systems.

“The lessons learnt from working with non-government 
organisations, building local security infrastructure and 
enabling local community governance continue to inform 
the Australian Defence Forces’ humanitarian and counter-
insurgency operations today.”

Mr McCormack said more than 1,500 Australians served 
in Somalia from 1992–94, four were wounded or injured—
and one Australian soldier—infantryman Lance Corporal 
Shannon McAliney was accidentally killed on 2 April 1993.

“We remember him especially today and pay tribute to his 
service and sacrifice. His efforts are particularly significant 
as Forbes, his birthplace, is in my Riverina electorate and 
has given mightily to the military efforts of this nation right 
back to the Second Boer War,” Mr McCormack said.
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“I am pleased the Coalition Government has provided nearly 
$29,000 to assist 1RAR and the Australian Naval Association 
to commemorate this anniversary, Australia has a proud 
history of peacekeeping having participated in multinational 
peacekeeping operations since the first intervention in the 
Dutch East Indies in 1947.

“Our Defence Force has made a significant contribution 
to worldwide peace operations and today we recognise 
the peacekeepers who served in Somalia and those who 
continue to serve in countries around the world.”

Article sent to us from ISAA member Doug Luik

CROSS OF LONG TAN'S RETURN TO 
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL KEPT SECRET 
FOR WEEKS
By Elise Scott 6 Dec 2017

PHOTO: The cross was 
erected by Australian 
soldiers in 1969 at the 
site of the Battle of 
Long Tan. (Supplied: 
AWM)

The Cross of  Long 
Tan has finally been 
returned to Australians, 
after standing at the site 
of the bloody battle in 
Vietnam for almost 50 
years. But the cross was 
installed in the Australian 
War Memorial under the 

cover of darkness and its return was kept secret for weeks.

The Australian War Memorial collected the cross from 
Sydney Airport in early November, after the Vietnamese 
Government made the decision to hand it back in the lead-up 
to last month's APEC conference. The cross was then kept 
in a storage facility until Tuesday night, when they installed 
it in the Reg Saunders gallery.

Australian War Memorial director Brendan Nelson said he 
was proud of his staff for keeping its return a secret. "Given 
the sensitivities around it, we all kept very quiet," he said. 
"Confidence has been kept."

The cross was erected by Australian soldiers in 1969 at the 
site of the controversial Battle of Long Tan, during which 18 
Australian men were killed. It was the most costly battle for 
Australian troops in the Vietnam War.

The cross's return comes after Vietnamese authorities 
cancelled official commemorations at the site of the battle 
last year, on its 50th anniversary. "A number of attempts 
have been made over the years to get the cross back, 
including by us here at the Australian War Memorial," Dr 
Nelson said. "We tried unsuccessfully to have it on loan for 
the 50th anniversary in 2016. I think the issues surrounding 
the frustration … in 2016 trying to go to the site and visit 
the cross itself, I think that played a role in it. A great act of 
generosity, he said.”

He said the Vietnamese Government had recognised the 

emotional significance of the cross to Australians. "It's a 
symbol of service, of suffering and remembering with love 
and emotion, the men who fought and suffered and the 
families who supported them," he said. "In the end, the cross, 
this place, it's not about war, it's about love and friendship."

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull said the return of the 
cross was a "great act of generosity" by the Vietnamese 
Government. "It is remarkable that older men now, the 
generations of fighters on both sides, bear no grudges 
against each other," he said. "They fought and they died 
and they served and now they are friends."

He said the agreement to return the cross promised to carry 
the friendship of the two nations forward.

CITATION FOR RECOVERY OP - “MARINES 
SHOW GRATITUDE”
Taken from Navy News Issue 8 Feb 2018
(By CMDR Fenn Kemp)

The United States Marine Corps has awarded a rare honour 
to 107 ADF members who helped recover a US Marine 
aircraft off the north Queensland coast last year.

Navy, Army and Air Force personnel were given a Meritorious 
Unit Citation by head of the US Marine Corps in the Pacific 
Lieutenant General David Berger.

The ceremony was held on board HMAS Adelaide at Fleet 
Base East.

The ADF was called into action when the US Marine MV-
22 Osprey crashed into the Coral Sea near Rockhampton 
on August 6 last year.  The aircraft, carrying 26 American 
service members, crashed and sank, killing a pilot and two 
other marines.  Over the following fortnight, the Australians 
worked with marines and the US Navy to locate the aircraft 
on the seabed and support the recovery operation.  A total 
of 14 dives were conducted on the Osprey by a RAN dive 
team in sometimes difficult conditions. The citation praises 
the Australians’ “unrelenting perseverance and unfailing 
devotion to duty”.

POCD Kevin Paul was one of the Navy clearance divers 
who took part in the recovery effort.

Members of AUSCDT1 conduct dive operations with United 
States Navy personnel in support of the US-led MV-22 

Osprey recovery operation in waters off Queensland last 
year. Photo: ABIS Bonny Gassner Ex Navy News
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“We all knew this would be a tough and important job when 
word came through of the accident,” PO Paul said.  “All the 
guys who were there, from junior sailors right through to our 
diving officer, all felt it was a privilege and honour to find and 
recover the members so they could be laid to rest at home.”

The commendation was presented to members of Maritime 
Operations, AUSCDT1,

AUSMWT16 (HMAS Waterhen), Navy Hydrographic Ship 
crew Blue embarked in HMAS Melville (HMAS Cairns), and 
members of the Australian Mine Warfare and Clearance 
Diving Task Group.

HITLER’S MISSING GLOBE
Charlie Chaplin made it famous in his film The Great Dictator, 
where he portrayed a megalomaniac dictator dancing with a 
massive globe. It was inspired by a globe that really did sit in 
Hitler’s office and is now missing. There’s one on display at 
the Markisches Museum, but it didn’t belong to Hitler. There 
existed a handful of these giant, small-car-sized globes. They 
were called the “Columbus Globes” and were made in two 
limited-edition runs (the second run made minor corrections 
to the maps). Some of the globes were presented to Hitler 
and other leaders of the Nazi party, and they were supported 
by specially designed custom stands. The stand from the 
photographs of Hitler’s office doesn’t match the one that’s 
long been claimed to be his. 

It’s not known what happened to this giant artifact. A lot of 
these globes have survived, many in museums or in private 
collections. Hitler’s is not among them, despite being one 
of the most iconic artifacts in pop culture. It’s almost as 
famous because of Charlie Chaplin as it is for belonging 
to Hitler—having been turned from a symbol of power to a 
mocking jab at egomania. One retired cartographer has been 
documenting other globes and where they’ve come from. 
He’s managed to identify globes that belonged to other Nazi 
officers, but Hitler’s globe remains elusive.

WHAT REALLY HAPPENED TO HEINRICH 
MUELLER?
Heinrich “Gestapo” Mueller was one of a handful of Nazi 
leaders who have continued to evade capture for decades; 
the head of the Gestapo, he disappeared during the final 
days of the war. Although numerous theories have circulated 
about his fate, nothing has ever been confirmed. Until now, it 
seems. According to a report by a German historian, there’s 
evidence that Mueller died in Berlin and was buried in a 
mass grave in a Jewish cemetery. The evidence includes a 
death certificate for Mueller, dated December 1945, and a 
1963 testimony of a gravedigger who claimed he’d buried 
a uniformed German officer along with the other dead. He 
also matched Mueller’s face to the body. 

At a second glance, though, the evidence leaves more 
questions than answers, and not everyone is so quick to 
support the above theory. Experts at the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center point out that many Nazis had fake documents—
including death certificates—to help them disappear and 
make it out of Germany after the end of the war. Also, if 
Mueller was buried in a mass grave, there’s almost no 
chance of getting DNA confirmation that the body is actually 

his. Well after the war, there were rumors of Mueller being 
spotted in places like Cuba and Argentina, but no one’s ever 
been able to prove anything.

THE NESS GUN BATTERY’S MYSTERY ARTIST
The Ness Gun Battery in Orkney was one of many sites 
that made up an invaluable defensive perimeter around the 
British Isles. During the war, it was manned by soldiers who 
protected a naval anchorage called Scapa Flow. While they 
were there, someone created something stunning: a mural 
that decorates one of the walls in the mess hall. It shows 
a rural English village, a cottage, and several caravans; 
images of home, presumably, and of a life much more idyllic 
than the one the men were living. There’s a signature—“A.R. 
Woods”—but no one’s sure who he really was. 

The site is also notable for being the only surviving gun 
battery with the original, World War II–era wooden buildings. 
Conservation and restoration efforts uncovered the beautiful 
mural. Since then, a request was put out for any information 
on the identity of “A.R. Woods.” Suggestions have come 
in from all over the world, but nothing’s panned out yet. 
One man named A.R. Woods is thought to be a likely 
candidate, but there’s no conclusive evidence in the surviving 
documents about the staff at Orkney. The Orkney Islands 
Council are hoping to find the man—or his descendants—
someday. For now, they’re just preserving the mural.

WHO BETRAYED ANNE FRANK?
Anne Frank’s diary changed the way we look at World War II. 
It took the conflict from something mind-bogglingly massive 
and turned it into something very, very personal. We all know 
how the story ends. The warehouse where the family hid for 
two years was raided in 1944; the eight people hiding there 
were arrested, and only Otto Frank, Anne’s father, lived 
through the war. It was an anonymous phone call that led 
the Gestapo to their hiding place, and no one has ever been 
able to say—conclusively—who made that call.

There are plenty of theories. One theory says that it was 
Tonny Ahlers, a friend of Otto Frank’s from several years 
before they went into hiding. In 2002, a biography of Otto 
Frank was published, and Anton Ahlers came forward 
claiming that it was his father who had betrayed the family. 
Anton painted the picture of a hateful, abusive man who 
confessed to his granddaughter that he had been there when 
the Franks went into hiding. . . and was there when they 
came out again. Earlier investigations have also suggested 
that the phone call may have come from warehouse 
employees; during a 1948 investigation, employees at the 
warehouse stated that they had known about the hiding 
family two weeks prior to their capture. The records of the 
questioning are sorely incomplete.

One of the most frequently named possibilities for the 
betrayer is the warehouse manager, Willem van Maaren. 
Van Maaren was known for stealing from the warehouse, but 
by the time suspicion was really turned on him, many of the 
people who could have testified against him were already 
dead—including the Nazi officer who took the phone call 
(Julius Dettman committed suicide not long after the end of 
the war). There’s also the possibility it was a woman named 
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Lena Hartog-Van Bladeren. A cleaning lady and wife of one 
of the warehouse employees, she testified to knowing there 
were Jews being hidden on her employer’s property. She 
also said she feared for the safety of her husband should 
they ever be caught.

WHO WAS THE DEAD BODY FROM OPERATION 
MINCEMEAT?
When the Allied troops settled on Sicily as a major target, 
the next part of the plan was to convince the Axis powers 
that they were headed somewhere else. They turned to a 
plan that had been concocted by an assistant to the head 
of British Naval Intelligence—a man named Ian Fleming. 
Fleming pitched a number of ideas on how to mislead the 
Axis officers, including one that involved forged papers with 
false information being planted on a dead body. They dubbed 
it “Operation Mincemeat” and went ahead with the plan. The 
body—with falsified documents that identified it as Major 
William Martin of the Royal Marines—was dumped off the 
coast of Spain, which was officially neutral but had pro-Axis 
leanings. The body was recovered in 1943, and once the 
message it carried was relayed, Axis troops were diverted 
away from Sicily and into Greece—leaving the intended 
target wide open.

There’s debate about the identity of the dead man. In 
2003, a documentary claimed that the body belonged to a 
British soldier who was on the ill-fated HMS Dasher—an 
aircraft carrier that sank in 1943. The documentary named 
the man as Tom Martin. The following year, there was a 
memorial service for the crew of the Dasher. During the 
service, a special commendation was given to a man named 
John Melville, saying that it was his body that was used in 
Operation Mincemeat. More recently, a Canadian historian 
has put forth the idea that none of that is true and that the 
body actually belonged to a mentally ill, homeless Welshman 
named Glyndwr Michael. Michael had died after eating rat 
poison, the historian says, and his body was then used for 
the operation. 

However, the last theory has its detractors, who say that the 
entire plan hinged on the body—and its message—being 
believed. That meant the body not only had to be in the right 
condition, but it had to have the physique of a Royal Marine. 
Michael’s body absolutely didn’t. He was said to have been 
an alcoholic—even his dental records had shown wear and 
tear that wouldn’t have been up to the standards of the Royal 
Marines. Naysayers claim that this makes it highly unlikely 
that the body was Michael’s.

WARS THAT ALMOST HAPPENED AND 
WOULD HAVE CHANGED THE WORLD AS WE 
KNOW IT
Since man first walked the earth, we have been obsessed 
with war. Whether it’s over territory, resources, power, 
or differences, it’s one of humanity’s oldest customs. 
As we have advanced as a species, so have our military 
tactics and weapons, leading to far greater numbers 
of casualties. As of right now, the best estimation 
for the total death toll for war throughout history is 
an optimistic 341.7 million people, showing the true 

devastation of military conflict. Here’s a list of wars 
that almost happened, but thankfully didn’t. You won’t 
believe how a bear almost destroyed the world.

The Day The Earth Almost Ended……On September 26, 
1983, Stanislav Petrov, a lieutenant colonel in the Soviet 
Air Defense Forces was the officer on duty at the command 
center. He was in charge of observing the early satellite 
warning network to notify his superiors if there was a threat 
of a nuclear attack against the Soviet Union.

After midnight, there was a report that there were five 
missiles heading towards the Soviet Union fired from the 
U.S. Petrov considered this a computer error because 
there would more than likely be hundreds of missiles fired 
rather than a few. He dismissed it as a false alarm, which 
it turned out, it was. If he had ordered a retaliation, it would 
have resulted in a nuclear war of apocalyptic proportions. 
Thank you, Petrov!

Arkhipov’s Daring Decision

On October 27, 1962, at the height of the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, the American Destroyer USS Beale began firing non-
lethal warning shots at a Soviet submarine B-59 in attempt 
to force them to the surface. However, the Soviet captain 
mistook the shots for live explosives and believed he had 
just been a part of the beginning of World War III.

So, in a panic, he ordered his men to load one of their 
nuclear-tipped torpedos and prepare for an attack. However, 
all three submarine senior officers had to sign off on a 
nuclear launch in which second in command Vasili Arkhipov 
would not. Instead, Arkhipov calmed the captain down and 
convinced him not to attack. The submarine returned to 
Russia with no incident, avoiding WW III.

Stalin Wasn’t Satisfied

In 1948, not long after the end of World War II, Joseph Stalin 
began to act up again. At this point in time, Germany was 
split in half. The Eastern half was in Soviet hands and the 
Western was controlled by the Allies. Stalin didn’t just want 
half of Germany, he wanted all of it, so he blockaded Berlin 
from all Western military and civilian traffic.

General Lucius D. Clay, the head of the Occupation Zone in 
Germany was not okay with this at all and requested to send 
an armed convoy through East Germany, essentially going 
to war with the Soviets. They even debated attacking all of 
the Soviet Airfields in Germany. However, instead, they gave 
peace a chance and waited for Stalin to eventually get bored 
and back off. Everyone had to be sick of fighting at this point.

The Sino-Soviet Border Conflict

During the Cold War, the predominant communist 
superpowers were the Soviets and the Chinese. Although 
they both had constant disputes, they managed to stick 
together over their combined hatred for the United States. 
Yet, in the late 1960’s a big argument broke out after the 
Soviets refused to help the Chinese build a nuclear bomb.

So, in 1969, the Chinese invaded the Soviet-occupied 
Zhenbao Island claiming they had original ownership. 
Ownership of the island went back and forth until the two 
powers were on the verge of an all-out war. Then, Mao of 
China backed off figuring it wasn’t worth it. Good thing he 
did, because there was about to be a slaughter of the two 
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biggest armies in the world with or without nuclear weapons.

Mexico Prods the United States

In 1916, during the Mexican Revolution, a man by the name 
of Poncho Villa was attempting to get rid of Venustiano 
Carranza. So, Villa decided to lead an attack on the United 
States attempting to frame Carranza. However, although he 
raided some parts of New Mexico, the United States knew it 
was Villa and not Carranza. At this time, the United States 
was clashing with the Mexican army.

It was a recipe for war. However, Woodrow Wilson realized 
he couldn’t get involved in such a conflict with the brink of the 
first World War on the horizon. So, in 1917, Wilson pulled out 
all of his troops from Mexico and forgot about Villa, allowing 
the United States to focus on WWI.

The Bear That Almost Destroyed the World

In 1962, United States spy planes saw Soviet missile silos 
being constructed in Cuba. Since this was at the height of 
the Cold War, President Kennedy put the United States 
Air Force on high alert in preparation for an engagement. 
Security was heightened and bombers were loaded with 
nuclear weapons.

Then, on the night of October 25, 1962, a guard on duty at 
the Duluth air base shot an intruder assumed to be a Russian 
spy attempting to climb the fence. This set off an alarm to all 
of the nearby bases. At one of the nearby bases, the wrong 
alarm rang and the pilots got ready to get in their planes to 
fly and fight. As it turns out, it was all a false alarm, and the 
intruder had been a brown bear climbing the fence at the 
Duluth base.

If you thought that was a close call, keep reading to learn 
how a computer glitch also almost caused World War III.

The Trent Affair

In 1862, the United States was deep amidst a harsh time in 
our country during the American Civil War. With the Northern 
Union against the Southern Confederates, our country was 
in near-ruin. During this time, the North was cutting off the 
South’s supply routes with a shipping blockade. The South 
didn’t stand a chance against this, so they attempted to get 
Britain to come fight for them. The Confederates then sent 
diplomats to settle a deal in Europe, and when the Union got 
word they boarded their ship and arrested them.

However, they were flying under the British flag so they 
technically had just attacked Britain. The British didn’t take 
this lightly, and the North reacted with hostility. Nevertheless, 
Lincoln utilized his political cunning, apologized to Britain 
and eventually calmed them down. This is good because 
there might have been a way different outcome if the British 
became involved. This is known as the Trent Affair.

The Fashoda Incident

Before World War I, there was a dispute between France 
and England over who would control Egypt as well as the 
territories of the Nile River and the Suez Canal. In 1898, 
France grew tired of the back and forth with Britain and sent 
an armed expedition to the Niles Fashado area, so Britain 
did the same.

So, both countries prepared for war, ready to mindlessly 
slaughter one another simply based off of their old medieval 

rivalries. France then realized they would have to go against 
the British Navy, one of the greatest forces in the world, so 
they backed down. They ended up making amends and even 
became allies when they stood together against Germany 
in World War II.

France Had Planned to Take Australia

In 1802, there was an Australian expedition led by the French 
explorer Nicholas Baudin. During the expedition, a French 
scientist named Francois Peron argued that Australia could 
be better utilized in the hands of the French rather than 
being a dumping ground for British exiles. He noted that they 
should occupy the British colony for future use by sending 
at least 1,800 soldiers to take over, along with the help of 
the current exiles living there.

Peron added that it was crucial for the French to capture 
Sydney first and then the rest of the settlements would follow. 
However, the attack never happened. This is believed to be 
due to the outcome of the Battle of Trafalgar, in which the 
British Navy fought against both the French and Spanish 
fleets and won.

The Soviets Almost Invaded Israel

In 1967, during a small conflict between Israel and the United 
Arab Republic, known as the Six- Day War, the Soviet Union 
warned the United States that if Israel did not cease fighting 
immediately, they would be forced to protect their interests 
in the Middle East. By protecting their interests, they meant 
completely wiping Israel off the map.

This was dismissed as an empty threat, however, it was later 
discovered that the Soviets were not bluffing whatsoever. 
They had already prepared an invasion force unit made up 
of nuclear-armed airplanes and ships. Thankfully, it didn’t 
come to that. Some historians even argue that the Soviets 
caused the Six-Day War as an excuse to destroy Israel’s 
nuclear capabilities.

The Norad Computer Glitch

On the morning of November 9th, 1979, in Colorado’s North 
American Aerospace Defense Command, the unbelievable 
almost happened. Technicians received reports that the 
Soviet Union had launched a series of nuclear missiles at 
North America. So, in response and retaliation, those at the 
Defense Command were prepared to launch 10 interceptor 
fighter planes, get the president on the presidential escape 
plane, as well as prepare to launch a retaliatory nuclear 
response.

As this was all being prepared, it was discovered by a 
technician that a training program designed to simulate 
a Soviet attack had accidentally launched. Everyone had 
believed this glitch to be real and was ready to engage in 
World War III, and essentially a nuclear holocaust. Close call.

The Dogger Bank Incident

During the Russo-Japanese war in the 1900’s, warships of 
the Russian Baltic Fleet in the North Sea had engaged with 
what they thought was a Japanese torpedo boat. However, 
as it turns out, it was actually a British fishing vessel. For 
some reason, the Russians didn’t make the connection that 
the Japanese were in the Pacific and not the Atlantic. The 
Russians sank a boat, killing two British crewmen as well.
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In response, the British rose up to fight against the Russians 
for their mistake, which they took as an act of war. So, they 
went after the Russian fleet to get their revenge. Yet, the 
Russian Tsar made a very sincere apology, as well as fair 
compensation to the 

The India-Pakistani Standoff

Since the 1940’s, India and Pakistan have been at conflict at 
least “four times every five years”. However, in 2001-2002, 
they had their greatest conflict yet, one that almost ended 
in nuclear war. On October 1, 2001, there was a Pakistani 
terrorist attack. This enraged the Indian government who 
then mobilized around 1 million men in preparation for 
retaliation. In response, Pakistan then organized hundreds 
of thousands of men as well in preparation to fight.

This led to a 10-month standoff at their respective border 
which only became more intense with the introduction of 
nuclear weapons into the mix. The Pakistani government 
even showed a willingness to pre-emptively strike on India 
with Nuclear Weapons. Thankfully, before it got to that 
point, India make the decision to withdraw their troops, and 
Pakistan shortly after did the same.

The First and Second Taiwan Strait Crisis

Since the creation of Taiwan in 1949, it has largely depended 
on the United States for protection against the Communist 
nation of China, almost resulting in the United States going 
to nuclear war with China twice. The first time was during 
the First Taiwan Strait Crisis in 1954. The Chinese were 
hitting Taiwan with heavy artillery fire until the United States 
demanded them to stop, threatening with nuclear war.

This eventually happened again with the same outcome and 
the United States threatened with nuclear war once again. 
However, this time, the Chinese realized that they could 
no longer simply rely on the Soviets to back them up in a 
nuclear conflict, so they decided to build their own nuclear 
arsenal. Great.

“Fall Grun” (Operation Green)

Although World War II began on September 1, 1939, when 
Adolf Hitler invaded Poland, it almost started one year 
earlier with Hitler planned invasion of Czechoslovakia known 
as the “Fall Grun” or Operation Green. This alone would 
have changed the entire dynamic of the war. At the time, 
Czechoslovakia was allied with Britain, France, Poland, and 
the Soviet Union. If there was an attack on Czechoslovakia, 
Germany would have undoubtedly lost the war, and fast, 
which the German military leader clearly understood.

They were ready to arrest Hitler if he attempted to execute 
the plan. The German military leaders agreed to make 
the arrest only if France and Britain helped them fight for 
Czechoslovakia. However, Hitler lucked out and the French 
and British just let him have the country. It would have been 
a very different war with a swing of allies like that.

Keep going to learn how California almost started a war 
with Japan before World War II.

Napoleon Almost Invaded Britain

On January 13, 1858, a man named Felice Orsini lobbed 
three bombs at Napoleon III and his wife in an assassination 
attempt. Although Napoleon was unharmed, in an 

investigation, it was discovered that Orsini had come into 
possession of the explosives in Britain a few weeks prior. 
The French assumed that this attack had been a conspiracy 
in which Britain was a part of and the French wanted war.

At the time England was, for the most part, undefended 
with the majority of their national army deployed across the 
empire. So, a volunteer movement spread across the nation 
in preparation for a French invasion. Thankfully, Napoleon 
never really intended to go through with his invasion because 
he was heavily involved in a war with Austria already.

The “War In Sight” Crisis

In 1870, France was embarrassingly defeated by Prussia. In 
order to ensure that they no longer experience such a loss, 
they began to build a larger and stronger army. By 1875, the 
actions by France had begun to make Germany suspicious. 
So, the Chancellor Otto Von Bismarck attempted to rally 
support for a preventable strike against France.

So, Bismarck led a propaganda campaign to fire up the 
nation. An article was eventually released by the chancellor 
himself which was entitled “War in Sight”, which made the 
country of Germany ready and hungry for war. Yet, diplomatic 
pressure from Britain, as well as Russia, managed to help 
Bismarck realize that they would then be fighting a two-front 
war which helped to diffuse the intensity.

The Gentleman’s Agreement

In 1907, California had enacted a series of laws that 
did everything but exclude Japanese immigrants from 
participating in society, and the Japanese government took 
offense. In San Francisco, racist gangs and individuals went 
out of their way to attack the Japanese and their businesses. 
This infuriated the Japanese who then began to cry for war 
in the name of their own honor.

At the time, the United States had numerous commercial 
interests in the Pacific, most specifically, the Philippines, so 
they hoped to avoid any conflict if possible. So, Roosevelt 
promised to press down on California to stop the violence, 
if Japan promised to slow down the Japanese immigration. 
These diplomatic discussions are known as the Gentleman’s 
Agreement and everything was solved.

The Baltimore Crisis

In the late 19th Century, as America was expanding over the 
Pacific, it began to face changes from unlikely contenders, 
this time Chile. After their war with Spain, Chile had acquired 
a sizable navy and was making powerful moves in South 
America. In 1885, they had occupied parts of Panama 
against the United States and had also seized Easter Island.

Soon after that, it appeared that the U.S. and Chile were 
going to go to war. Then in 1891, two American soldiers 
on leave from the USS Baltimore were killed by a mob in 
Valparaiso, Chile. The Benjamin Harrison Administration 
then mobilized a fleet in preparation for a conflict. However, 
Chile realized their hopelessness in such an engagement so 
they backed down and paid $75,000 in reparations.

The U-2 Spy Plane Incident

On October 27, 1962, an American U-2 spy plane took off 
from Alaska for a reconnaissance mission near the North 
Pole. Due to the glow of the aurora borealis (northern 
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lights), he lost his direction and could no longer use celestial 
navigation to find his way. He eventually drifted off course 
and across the border of the Soviet Union.

The Soviets picked up the pilot’s plane and thinking that it 
could be a nuclear bomber, sent several aircrafts to destroy 
it. The U.S. air force in turn then sent two fighters with 
nuclear-tipped missiles to shepherd the pilot back to the 
border. Thankfully, this was all accomplished without a hitch, 
because any confrontation between the two fighter groups 
could have resulted in war.

26 February–2 March 1949:
B-50 Lucky Lady II
March 2, 2018

Source: https://www.thisdayinaviation.com

Aviation 46-010, Arthur M. Neal, B-50A-5-BO, Boeing Airplane 
Company,Boeing B-50A Superfortress, Bomber, Burgess C. Cantrell, 
Circumnavigation, David B. Parmalee, Donald G. Traugh Jr., Earl L. 
Rigor, Glenn E. Hacker, James G. Gallagher, James H. Morris, Lucky 
Lady II, Mackay Trophy, Melvin G. Davis, Robert G. Davis, Robert R. 
McLeroy, Ronald B. Bonner, Virgil L. Young, William F. Caffrey

26 February–2 March 1949: A Boeing B-50A Superfortress, 
Air Force serial number 46-010, named Lucky Lady II, 
flew from Carswell Air Force Base, Fort Worth, Texas, and 
with inflight refueling, circumnavigated the Earth non-stop, 
landing back at Carswell after 94 hours, 1 minute. The 
bomber had traveled 23,452 miles (37,742 kilometers).

Lucky Lady II was the backup aircraft for this flight, but 
became primary when the first B-50, Global Queen, had to 
abort with engine problems. It was a standard production 
B-50A-5-BO (originally designated B-29D) with the exception 
of an additional fuel tank mounted in its bomb bay.

The aircraft commander was Captain James G. Gallagher, 
with 1st Lieutenant Arthur M. Neal as second pilot. Captain 
James H. Morris was the co-pilot. In addition to the three 
pilots, the flight was double-crewed, with each man being 
relieved at 4-to-6 hour intervals. The navigators were Captain 
Glenn E. Hacker and 1st Lieutenant Earl L. Rigor, and the 

radar operators were 1st Lieutenant Ronald B. Bonner 
and 1st Lieutenant William F. Caffrey. Captain David B. 
Parmalee was project officer for this flight and flew as chief 
flight engineer, with flight engineers Technical Sergeant Virgil 
L. Young and Staff Sergeant Robert G. Davis. Technical 
Sergeant Burgess C. Cantrell and Staff Sergeant Robert R. 
McLeroy were the radio operators. Gunners were Technical 
Sergeant Melvin G. Davis and Staff Sergeant Donald G. 
Traugh Jr.

Four inflight refuelings were required using the looped 
hose method. Two KB-29M tankers of the 43d Air Refueling 
Squadron were placed at air bases along the Lucky Lady 
II‘s route, at the Azores, Saudi Arabia, the Philippine Islands 
and Hawaiian Islands. The KB-29 flew above the B-50 
and lowered a cable and drogue. This was captured by 
equipment on the bomber and then reeled in, bringing along 
with it a refueling hose. The hose was attached to the B-50’s 
refueling manifold and then fuel was transferred from the 
tanker to the bomber’s tanks by gravity flow.

Each refueling occurred during daylight, but weather made 
several transfers difficult. One of the two tankers from Clark 
Field in The Philippines, 45-21705, crashed in bad weather 
when returning to base, killing the entire 9-man crew.

On their arrival at Carswell, the crew of Lucky Lady II was 
met by Secretary of the Air Force W. Stuart Symington, Jr., 
General Hoyt S. Vandenberg, Chief of Staff of the Air Force, 
General Roger M. Ramey, commanding 8th Air Force, and 
Lieutenant General Curtis E. LeMay, Strategic Air Command. 
Each member of the crew was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross. They also were awarded the Mackay Trophy 
for the most meritorious flight of the year.

At 11:25 a.m., 13 August 1950, B-50A 46-010, under 
the command of Captain Warren E. Griffin, was on a 
maintenance test flight and returning to its base, Davis-
Monthan AFB, Tucson, Arizona when all four engines 
failed. Unable to reach the runways, Captain Griffin landed 
in the desert approximately two miles southeast. Though 
the landing gear were down, the bomber was severely 
damaged with all four propellers bent, the belly dented and 
its tail breaking off. The 11-man crew were uninjured except 
for the bombardier, 1st Lieutenant Theodore Hastings, who 
was scratched by cactus which entered the cockpit through 
the broken Plexiglas nose.

The Superfortress was damaged beyond economical repair 
and was stricken from the Air Force inventory (“written off”). 
The unrestored fuselage of Lucky Lady II is at the Planes of 
Fame Air Museum, Chino, California.
An Email sent to Bob 5/3/2018

From: Terry McLeod
Subject: HMAS Perth 1

G,day Bob,

HMAS Perth 1 and USS Houston were sunk on the 1st March 
1942, with Perth losing 357 crew members with 320 being 
captured by the Japanese, 105 of these died in the Camps.

The following story was read at one of the commemoration 
services here in Brisbane a couple of years ago, and shows 
a different light on the way things were.
Regards Terry

The arrival of Lucky Lady II and its crew at Carswell AFB, 
Fort Worth, Texas, was observed by the senior civilian 

and military members of the United States Air Force. (LIFE 
Magazine)
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A Story from the Australian War Memorial
Source: http://www.awm. gov.au/atwar/remembering 
1942/education/perth.asp
REMEMBERING 1942
STORY - THE CAT WHO KNEW
This is the story of a little black kitten with a very special job: 
mascot of the warship HMAS Perth. At the beginning of 1942, 
HMAS Perth and its crew were famous across Australia. Only 
the year before it had been fighting the Italian Navy in the 
Mediterranean Sea. HMAS Perth also evacuated thousands 
of war-weary Australian troops from Greece.

Now HMAS Perth and its crew of over 600 men were back in 
pacific waters where they were needed for a very important 
task - to stop the Japanese advance across south-east Asia. 
They left

Sydney in January 1942, stopping off at Fremantle on the 
way.

It was perhaps, at this time that Perth's animal mascot Red 
Lead, joined the ship. We know it was only a kitten in February 
1942. What a place for a little kitten to explore! There were 
the sailors' quarters with their swinging hammocks, the wide, 
wooden deck, towering masts, the round signal lamps and 
deep in the bowels of the ship the growling engines. But 
Red Lead's favourite spot was curled up in the captain's 
cabin. The new captain, Hec Waller, always had a moment 
to spare for the playful kitten.

But Red Lead had little time to settle into its new home. On 
27 February, HMAS Perth joined a fleet of British, Dutch 
and American ships to stop a Japanese naval convoy from 
landing on the island of Java. The fleet was hopelessly 
outnumbered and one by one, the Allied ships were crippled, 
sunk or forced to withdraw. The sound of firing ack ack guns 
and the shouting of the men surrounded the kitten! Japanese 
planes zoomed over ahead - there was no safe place to hide, 
except its one special place, Captain Waller's cabin. There it 
firmly stayed until the Captain gave orders to withdraw from 
the battle. Embattled but not defeated the warship steamed 
back to the harbour.

Back in the safety of the harbour, Red Lead somehow knew 
it would not survive another battle like that. It was time to find 
another job and another home. Quietly and stealthily it crept 
down the gangway. "Where do you think you are going?" 
yelled out one of the sailors and scooped up the little kitten, 
returning it to the deck. Foiled, Red Lead tried again and 
again. Three times in total, the kitten tried to leave the ship 
but to no avail. Some of the sailors looked (at the unhappy 
cat and shook their heads - this was a bad omen. The official 
log at the end of the day read; 

"Red Lead, ship's kitten, endeavoured to desert, but was 
brought back on board, despite vigorous protests."

Red Lead was right that things would not improve. The next 
day HMAS Perth and USS Houston sailed for the south 
coast of Java and met a large fleet of Japanese ships. After 
a desperate battle, the Perth was sunk. Over 350 men 
(including Captain Waller and one little black kitten went 
down with the ship.

FACTS TO PONDER OVER

*Office desks have 400 times more bacteria than toilet seats.
*Barbie’s life size measurements would be 39-23-33, 
standing approximately 2.194 meters with a neck twice the 
length of a normal human’s neck.
*A raisin dropped in a glass of fresh champagne will bounce 
up and down continuously from the bottom of the glass to 
the top.
*American on average consume an average of 18 acres of 
pizza every day.
*If it takes less than 5 minutes to fall asleep it is likely linked to 
sleep depravation. A healthy sleeper takes about 15 minutes.
*Researchers have found that imagining doing exercises 
actually increases muscle strength.
*If you yelled for 8years, 7 months, and 6 days you would 
have produced enough sound energy to heat one cup of 
coffee.
*So far, man has survived on earth for 2 million years. The 
dinosaurs lasted 150 million years.
*Most lip balm is made to be addictive. The more you put it 
on, the more you need it.
*Males of some praying mantis species cannot copulate 
while their heads are attached. The female initiates sex by 
ripping the males head off.
*Mondays are the most unproductive days of the week. On 
average, only about 3 ½ hours of work are actually done 
on Mondays.
*Minnesota USA has 90,000 miles of shoreline; more than 
California, Florida and Hawaii combined.
*MacDonald’s daily customer traffic is 62 million – that’s 
more than the population of Great Britain.
*You burn more calories sleeping than watching television.
*In Alaska it is illegal to whisper in someone’s ear while they 
are moose hunting.
*One pound of peanut butter can contain up to 150 bug 
fragments and five rodent hairs.
*King Charles 1st’s favourite joke was to place his 18 inch 
tall court dwarf between two halves of bread and pretend 
to eat him.
*Pluto is only as big as Russia.
*In Italy, there are pizza inspectors hired by the government 
to ensure restaurants are making their pizzas at Italian 
quality.
*Hawaii moves toward Japan 4 inches every year.
*The five interlocking Olympic rings are black, blue, red, 
white and yellow because at least one of these colours 
appears on every flag.
*The total weight of Bacteria in the human body is 4.4 
pounds or 2kg.
*TYPEWRITER is the longest word that can be made using 
the letters on only one row of the keyboard.
*The average person laughs 13 times a day.
*In the 1920’s, popcorn was banned from movie theatres 
because it was too noisy.
*Your body produces enough saliva during your lifetime to 
fill two swimming pools.
*When an egg floats in water, it has gone bad and should 
not be eaten.
*In Toy Story’s most productive week during production, 
Pixar completed 3.5 minutes of animation.
*The $ is a combination of the letters P and S, PS being 
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the abbreviation for pesos, the principal coin in circulation 
in the U.S until 1794.
*The largest living thing is a mushroom located in Malheur 
National Forrest. It covers 2,200 acres and is between 2,000 
and 8,000 years old.
*Babies can breathe and swallow at the same time until they 
are six months old.
*An astronaut can be up to 2 inches taller returning from 
space. The cartilage disks in the spine expand in the absence 
of gravity.
*Abraham Lincoln’s corpse has been buried, exhumed, 
inspected, or reburied at least 17 times since his death.
*Without an atmosphere, the surface temperature on Earth 
at the equator would be 176 degrees by day and fall to -200 
degrees at night.
*Kissing can reduce tooth decay.
*Brandy is the liquor most likely to cause the most severe 
hangover.
*The oldest recipe in existence is for beer.
*In 1977 a 13 year old child found a tooth growing out of 
his left foot.
*In Britain’s 2001 census, 390,000 people listed ‘Jedi’ as 
their religious affiliation.
*The Empire State Building in New York gets struck by 
lightning about 23 times a year.
*The idea of painting fingernails originated in China, where 
the colour of someone’s nails indicated their social rank.
*Temperature can affect a person’s appetite. A cold person 
is more likely to eat more food.
*Very deep cleavage was a fashion trend in the 14th century. 
Some dresses were cut low enough to allow nipples to be 
exposed.
*A sneeze travels out of your mouth at 100 miles per hour.
*85% of American shoppers go to their right when entering 
a store.
*In 2003, there were 86 days below - freezing weather in 
Hell Michigan.
*You cannot taste food unless it is mixed with saliva.

K9 VETERANS DAY HONOURING 
MILITARY WORKING DOGS

The Pentagon has spent billions on new technology to better 
identify and disarm IEDs. But nothing equals the prowess of 
dogs and their noses.

In war, the difference between living and dying can come 
down to a single step.

Ret. Air Force Staff Sgt. Len Anderson knows this too well. 
On patrol in Afghanistan in 2012, he was stopped just before 
he stepped on an improvised explosive device. Who saved 
his life? It was Azza, his military working dog, who alerted 
him to the danger. 

Later in the patrol, Azza sensed another IED and signalled to 
Anderson to stay in place. But this IED was remotely activated. 
It detonated. Anderson suffered massive injury, but thanks to 
Azza he escaped with his life.

Tuesday is K9 Veterans Day, when we honor canine heroes 

like Azza and the thousands of other dogs who have served 
alongside our troops. Ordinary Americans can help give these 
dogs the recognition they deserve by observing this day. 
Extraordinary Americans can support efforts to reunite them 
with their handlers after their tours of duty are over.

Working dogs in the American military date back to the 
country's founding when Benjamin Franklin recommended 
their use. They will "confound the enemy," he wrote, "and 
be very serviceable." Since then they have served in nearly 
every American war. During the Civil War they were used as 
messengers and guards. In World War I, Sergeant Stubby, one 
of history's most famous war dogs, saved American fighters 
from mustard gas. War dogs sniffed out Japanese positions in 
the Pacific Theater in World War II. Nearly 4,000 dogs served 
in Vietnam, saving 10,000 American lives.

These dogs have taken on even more importance in the 21st 
Century wars in Afghanistan and Iraq because of their ability 
to detect the enemy's weapon of choice: the IED. These 
hidden bombs are the "number one threat," said Ret. Adm. 
Mike Mullen, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. They 
have been responsible for roughly two-thirds of U.S. military 
casualties in Iraq and Afghanistan. Even when armour can 
block IED shrapnel, the blast wave can create traumatic brain 
injury and post traumatic stress.

The Defense Department has spent billions of dollars on new 
technology to better identify and disarm IEDs. But nothing 
they've come up with can equal the prowess of dogs, whose 
sense of smell can detect explosive odour concentrations as 
small as one or two parts per billion. With their 220 million 
olfactory receptors (versus humans' 5 million), dogs can even 
sometimes detect explosive concentrations that cannot be 
measured with standard equipment.

The military alone only locates about half of the IEDs planted 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. But with dogs, the detection rate 
increases to 80%. "They are an invaluable asset for freedom 
of movement of our ground patrols," says the Defense 
Department. In 2014, the Taliban even took a military working 
dog hostage.

The U.S. military currently has more than 1,600 dogs deployed 
on active duty around the world. More than 50 have been 
killed in action since 2005. But they've saved thousands of 
American lives and limbs in the process. These dogs are on 
the front lines of our wars and should be recognized for this 
heroism on March 13 and throughout the year.

The bond between military dogs and their handlers is one that 
only war can forge. They depend on each other for survival, with 
the trailing platoon's safety in their hands and noses.

Until recently, military dogs were generally left behind after 
completing their tours. Even after Congress required in the 
2016 National Defense Authorization Act that retired military 
working dogs be returned to U.S. soil and offered to their 
former handlers first, they can remain stuck on U.S. bases 
abroad. Non-profits like American Humane are working to bring 
these stranded heroes home, so they can enjoy retirement 
together.

That's been the case for Andersen and Azza, who were 
reunited following Andersen's many surgeries. Azza can now 
provide a different type of support than what she offered on 
the battlefield — with more carefree walks together ahead.

Robin Ganzert is the president and CEO of American Humane. 
Follow her on Twitter: @RobinGanzert
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Quality Plants at Affordable Prices | 5 Acres of Nursery & Gardens

41 Kopes Rd, Haddon Victoria | 03 5342 4519

Proud To Support Hats Journal (Helping All That Served)

www.avalonnursery.com.au

Lynne & Wayne Dunn

MARRIOTT PARK MOTEL
Marriott Park Motel is a small independent motel in Nowra which offers personalised, friendly 

service. It is situated within walking distance of the CBD, restaurants, shopping mall and 
opposite Nowra’s delightful Marriott Park, it is the perfect place to stay on your visit to Nowra, 

whether it is for business, pleasure or for the overnight traveller.
www.marriottparkmotel.com.au

(02) 44216999 | Cnr Douglas St and Princes Hwy Nowra, NSW 2541

Welcoming all  Defence Families is

Remembering our Fallen Service Men & Women is Peter Buchanan (prop. of)

Sandowne Pineapple
      Dist & Growers of Top Quality Fruit & Vegetables

T: 07 5486 5355 | 162 Webester Rd Goomboorian Qld 4570

Remembering our Fallen Service Men & Women is

Shane’S TranSmiSSion & auTo Care

Specialising in Auto & Manual Transmissions 4WD Differentials

Tel: (02) 6024 5177
1/65 Thomas Mitchell Drive, Wodonga, Vic 3690
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(From ISAA Member Don Hughes) …UBIQUE

NEW MINEFIELD PROTECTIVE FOOTWEAR

For Victorian Sappers!

Michelle Hughes, an Associate Member of the Royal Australian Engineers 
Association of Victoria (Incorporated), recently visited the City of Gouda in the 
Netherlands to trial new “Minefield Protective Footwear”!

Our Dutch President, Lt Col Willem (Bill) Van Ree, suggested to Michelle to not 
only scrutinise minefield protective footwear but also investigate local culinary 
delights that may be added to Victorian Sappers’ ration packs! Michelle was 
able to locate a fine “Gouda cheese” that easily satisfied Bills’ finely tuned 
procurement specifications. 

Michelle was last seen scouring Europe to scrutinise fine beverages (beers & 
wines) along with crunchy breads, to supplement the diets of our hardworking 
Sappers!

(PS:  Michelle is also my wife)

HUMOUR

WEEKEND ASSIGNMENT

The kids filed back into class Monday morning. They 
were very excited. Their weekend assignment was to sell 
something, then give a talk on productive salesmanship. 

Little Sally led off: "I sold girl scout cookies and I made 
$30," she said proudly, "My sales approach was to appeal 
to the customer's civil spirit and I credit that approach for 
my obvious success." 

"Very good," said the teacher. 

Little Jenny was next: "I sold magazines," she said, "I made 
$45 and I explained to everyone that magazines would keep 
them up on current events." 

"Very good, Jenny," said the teacher.. 

Eventually, it was Little Johnny's turn. 

The teacher held her breath ...Little Johnny walked to the 
front of the classroom and dumped a box full of cash on the 
teacher's desk. "$2,467," he said.

"$2,467!" cried the teacher, "What in the world were you 
selling" 

"Toothbrushes," said Little Johnny. 

"Toothbrushes," echoed the teacher, 

"How could you possibly sell enough tooth brushes to make 
that much money?"

"I found the busiest corner in town," said Little Johnny, "I set 
up a Dip & Chip stand, I gave everybody who walked by a 
free sample.  They all said the same thing, "Hey, this tastes 
like dog shit!" Then I would say, "It is dog shit. Wanna buy 
a toothbrush?" 

"I used the governmental approach of giving you something 
shitty that they say is good, and then making you pay to get 
the shitty taste out of your mouth.”

From ISAA supporter Barry Houting

On the f irst day, God 
created the dog and said:  
"Sit all day by the door of 
your house and bark at 
anyone who comes in or 
walks past. For this I will 
give you a life span of 
twenty years."

The dog said, "That's a long time to be barking. How about 
only ten years and I'll give you back the other ten?"

And God said that it was good.

On the second day, God created the monkey and said, 
"Entertain people, do tricks, and make them laugh.  

For this, I'll give you a twenty-year life span."

The monkey said, "Monkey tricks for twenty years? That's a 
pretty long time to perform. How about I give you back ten 
like the dog did?"

And God again said that it was good. 

On the third day, God created the cow and said, "You must 
go into the field with the farmer all day long and suffer under 
the sun, have calves and give milk to support the farmer's 
family. For this, I will give you a life span of sixty years."  

The cow said "That's kind of hard to want me to live for sixty 
years. How about twenty and I'll give back the other forty?"

And God agreed it was good.

On the fourth day, God created humans and said, "Eat, 
sleep, play, marry and enjoy your life. For this, I'll give you 
twenty years."

But the human said, "Only twenty years? Could you possibly 
give me my twenty, the forty the cow gave back, the ten the 
monkey gave back, and the ten the dog gave back; that 
makes eighty, okay?"

"Okay," said God, "You asked for it."

 So that is why for our first twenty years, we eat, sleep, play 
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and enjoy ourselves. For the next forty years, we slave in 
the sun to support our family. For the next ten years, we do 
monkey tricks to entertain the grandchildren. And for the last 
ten years, we sit on the front porch and bark at everyone.

Life has now been explained to you…..There is no need to 
thank me for this valuable information. I'm doing it as a public 
service. If you are looking for me I will be on the front porch.

OLD AGE AT ITS BEST

 Russ and Sam, two friends, met in the park every day to feed 
the pigeons, watch the squirrels and discuss world problems.

One day Russ didn't show up. Sam didn't think much about 
it and figured maybe he had a cold or something.

But after Russ hadn't shown up for a week or so, Sam really 
got worried.  However, since the only time they ever got 
together was at the park, Sam didn't know where Russ lived, 
so he was unable to find out what had happened to him.

A month had passed, and Sam figured he had seen the last 
of Russ, but one day, Sam approached the park and-- lo and 
behold! -- there sat Russ!

Sam was very excited and happy to see him and told him 
so.  Then he said, 'For crying out loud Russ, what in the 
world happened to you?'

Russ replied, 'I have been in jail.'

'Jail!' cried Sam. What in the world for?'

'Well,' Russ said, 'you know Sue, that cute little blonde 
waitress at the coffee shop where I sometimes go?'

'Yeah,' said Sam, 'I remember her. What about her?'

'Well, the little gold-digging witch figured I was rich and she 
filed rape charges against me; and, at 89 years old, I was 
so proud that when I got into court, I pleaded 'guilty'.  'The 
judge gave me 30 days for perjury.'

Spotted in a local transit bus
Bus-drivers final word



HATS Journal 65



HATS Journal 66HATS Journal

Group 3 Junior Rugby League Incorporated
Group3 is rugby league competition on the north coast of New South Wales 

run under the auspiceso of the Country Rugby League. The Group 3 area 
runs from Port Macquarie in the north to Gloucester in the South.

Contact Mrs Ann Thorburn 02 6557 0734

Proud to Support

Offering clean affordable single, twin and family 
accommodation close to restaurants, supermarkets 
and the Goulburn Valley River. Ideal for relaxing before 
hitting the busy Melbourne streets and visiting the many 
local attractions such as Puckapunyal Army Base, Tank 
and Railway Museum, Galleries, renowned wineries, 

racecourse or golf course.

 Air Conditioning | Barbecue | Communal Cooking Facilities | Guest Laundry | Swimming Pool | WiFi & Cable TV | Free Parking

03 5792 1700 | 20 Emily Street, Seymour VIC 3660

www.autolodgeseymour.com.au | reception@autolodgeseymour.com.au

Remembering our Fallen Service Men & Women is

Bryan J Reid Funeral Services
• All Religion and Faiths • Church or Chapel • Burial or Cremation

• Audio Visual Tributes • Modern Vehicles

02 4341 5000| 39 Victoria Rd, Woy Woy, NSW 2256

Proud To Support Hats Journal (Helping All That Served)

URUNGA SEAFOOD
Delicious Fish & Chips, Hamburgers,

Milkshakes & Coffee, Ice Cream

02 6655 6694| 13 Bowra Street, Urunga NSW 2455
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A mobile post office in New York - Top idea!
Can’t argue with this guy – he knows everything by the look 

of all his decorations!

AVIATION LOVERS  -  CHECK THIS OUT!
DON’T MISS OUT ON GETTING TICKETS IN OUR LATEST RAFFLE

RAFFLE DETAILS
‘GASMATA STRIKE”
Limited Edition Print

Signed by Sqn Leader Dick Cresswell
Also signed by Aviation Artist Peter Randall Kent

As part of our fundraising programme, the I.S.A.A. has on offer this superb 
professionally framed limited edition print which depicts Curtis P40 Kittyhawks 
of 77 Squadron RAAF led by Sqn Leader Dick Cresswell staging a low level 
straffing and bombing attack on Japanese held Gasmata Airfield, New Guinea 
July 1943.

Tickets can be purchased by phoning our office direct on (02) 6943 4402 or 
alternatively, tickets are currently being sold at the Temora Aviation Museum 
on the advertised Showcase Flying days (as advertised on back page) at our 
designated I.S.A.A. Fundraising table. 

Tickets will be limited to 250 tickets.
Only $5.00 a ticket so be quick.

Raffle will be drawn when all tickets are sold.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
FULL NAME: .................................................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS: ....................................................................................................................................................................

PHONE: (W): .............................................. (H): .............................................. (M): .......................................................

EMAIL ADDRESS: .........................................................................................................................................................

DATE OF BIRTH: ......................... ......OCCUPATION: .................................................................................................

SERVICE DETAILS (If applicable - please circle)

1. ServingMember/Retired      2. Branch of Service: Army / Navy / Airforce / Allied

APPLICANT SIGNATURE: ..............................................................................Date: ....................................................

I would like to join the Integrated Servicepeople’s Association of Australia.   YES/NO
(Membership fee of $25.00 covers January to December each year)     

Enclosed please my cheque/money order for $ ……………………….
(Cheque/money orders need to be made payable to ISAA) Note: Donations are gratefully accepted and are tax-de-
ductible)

ALL MEMBERSHIPS ARE WELCOME

Note:  All membership applications are processed through our Headquarters Office.  You need to return your
application with payment to:
The Secretary, I.S.A.A., P.O. Box 145, Cootamundra 2590 NSW.
(Direct Deposits are also acceptable – contact the Secretary for banking details).

INTEGRATED SERVICEPEOPLE’S ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA (INC.)

*These are early advertised flying dates.  We always recommend visitors to check the website to confirm 
flying days due to either inclement weather or cancellation.

Note: Special Event 
*Warbirds Downunder 

Airshow” Weekend
12th & 13th October 2018

Tickets are available to purchase 
on line for this special event 

weekend.
Or phone Museum direct

(02) 6977 1088.
Great Day Out!  Don’t forget to bring 

along your chair and sunnies!

TEMORA AVIATION MUSEUM
The Museum has a great new program set out for 2018.

*Check out these flying dates:
28th & 29th April 2018 (2-day event/open 10 am)  •  19th May 2018  (1 day event/open 10 am)

9th & 10th June 2018 (2-day event/open 10 am)  •  1st & 2nd September 2018 (2-day event/open 10 am)                                   
12th & 13th October 2018 (2-day “Warbirds Downunder Airshow) 

11th November 2018 (1-day event/open 9 am) • (Sunday - Remembrance Day)
1st December 2018 (1 day event/open 9 am)



Linda Burney MP

Federal Member for Barton 

Do you need help with a federal issue?

Veterans Affairs

Aged & Disability pension

Congratulatory/Anniversary messages

Medicare & Centrelink

Taxation

203/13A Montgomery Street 

Kogarah NSW 2217 

facebook.com/lindaburneymp

@lindaburneymp

Phone: (02) 9587 1555 

Email: linda.burney.mp@aph.gov.au

   

Further enquiries or to make a booking  

call  our toll free number 1800 636 068   

                          DECK COURSES: 
 
Coxswain Grade 2:  
An entry-level course designed for people eg. oyster growers,  
water quality scientists, workers on reservoirs or some rivers. 
Coxswain Grade 1: 
The entry-level course for a command position on a  
vessel up to 12 mts with up to a 500kW inboard engine. 
 
Master Inland Waters:  
This course is a requirement for people looking to be a deck  
officer on a paddle steamer or other types of commercial 
vessels. 
 
Master less than 24 metres:  
This intermediate-level course is for people who will com-
mand a commercial vessel up to 24 mts within 200 nautical 
miles of the Australian coast.  
 
Master less than 35 metres:  
This high-level course is for people who will command a 
vessel up to 35 mts long or act as Chief Mate on vessels up 
to 80 mts long that operate within 200 nautical miles of the 
Australian coast.  

SAFETY COURSES: 
Elements of Shipboard Safety:   
An entry-level safety course required for those working 
on a commercial vessel in Australian coastal waters, 
this course covers basic fire training, safety equipment, 
water safety and life raft training. 
 
Certificate of Safety Training (STCW):   
The entry-level course for a command position on a 
vessel up to 12mts in length that has up to a 500kW 
inboard engine. 
 
Marine Radio (LROCP):   
This course is required by those looking to hold a deck  
command position on a commercial vessel. 

              ENGINEERING COURSE: 
 
Marine Engine Driving Grade 3:  
Entry-level course  for a Chief Engineer position 
on a vessel up to 500kW propulsion power or up to 
750kW as a Second Engineer both within 200 
nautical miles of the Australian coast. 
 
Marine Engine Driving Grade 2:  
For a Chief Engineer position on a vessel with up 
to 750kW propulsion power or up to 1500kW as a 
Second Engineer both within 200 nautical miles of 
the Australian coast. 
 
Marine Engine Driving Grade 1:  
This course is for a Chief Engineer position on a 
vessel with up to 1500kW propulsion power or up 
to 3000kW as a Second Engineer both within 200 
nautical miles of the Australian coast. 

 
FISHERIES COMPLIANCE: 

 
Call Maureen 8303 2794 

Or  
E: mjones@afa.edu.au 

AUSTRALIAN MARITIME AND FISHERIES ACADEMY 

www.afa.edu.au  facebook  
RTO 0649 

Proud to Support

A Tradition of Care
Funeral Directors 
24hr Assistance 

Servicing All Suburbs

15-19 Norton Street, Leichhardt NSW 2040 | 02 9569 1811 | www.aohare.com.au 

Anzac Day Race Day
W E D N E S D AY  2 5  A P R I L

F e a t u r i n g  l i v e  r a c i n g ,  T W O - U P,  l i v e  m u s i c ,  d e l i c i o u s  h o s p i t a l i t y 
p a c k a g e s ,  k i d s  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  &  m o re .

0 2  4 3 2 5  0 4 6 1  |  i n f o @ t h e e g . c o m . a u
W W W. T H E E N T E R TA I N M E N T G R O U N D S . C O M . A U



Peter Delimitrou
Director Kensington Office

0416 134 441
peter.delimitrou@ljhooker.com.au
LJ Hooker Green Square | Waterloo | Kensington

Level 2, Blacktown Workers Club,
55 Campbell St, Blacktown NSW 2148
(02) 9830 0677  service@definition.net.au 
definition.net.au

Contact us now to 
secure your spot:

Are You A 
Type 2 Diabetic?

Bulk Billed Type 2 
Diabetes Courses
Our four week Education & Exercise 
Course is fully bulk-billed via GP referral 
and proven to improve Type 2 diabetes.

We are always taking enrollments for 
upcoming courses, so contact us today 
for more information and program dates.

H e a l t h  C l u b


